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This Season
Has Many
Reasons
By Carol L. Allen

We all have our own reasons to
celebrate. Of course to many of us,
it’s the “C” in Christmas. We wish
you a merry and meaningful one, followed by a Happy New Year.
Beyond the religious focus of
December, we celebrate the gifts
of outdoors: the season for ducks
and quail and crappie for the hunting and fishing folks. We also find
joy in time-honored traditions such
as Christmas-tree cutting with family and friends, the beautiful lightedboat parades, visits to our national
and state parks during the cool days
ahead, and yes, the always-delightful
Renaissance Festival coming soon
near the Superstition Mountains.
There is so much to celebrate in
the months ahead: May you have
many opportunities to do so and to
enjoy each one thoroughly with your
family and friends. n

PORTS

2

DOWNSTREAM

Cruise through some of the
upcoming events in the Southwest.

4

BOATING

Christmas boat parades
celebrate the holiday season.

7

TACKLE & TARGET

This month’s Arizona angling
pro is Daniel Pecotte

12

LAND CRUISING

Arizona State Parks welcome you.

14

WESTERN WILDLIFE

The Arizona Game and Fish
Department is excited to
announce the winners of the
2019 wildlife photo contest.

Mike Ferring

COMING SOON — These two Viper 640 boats show some style in the 2019 version of the Arizona Yacht Club’s Leukemia Cup & Birthday Regatta. The 2020 event is set for February 7-9.

AYC Readies For Birthday
Regatta & Leukemia Cup 2020

This annual event features three days of racing, cruising and desert hospitality.
The Arizona Yacht Club expects the following classes to participate Friday through Sunday, Feb. 7-9: Buccaneer, Portsmouth,
Catalina 22, Viper 640, Laser, Montgomery 17, Santana 20, PHRF
spin, PHRF non-spin, Multi-Hull, and Cruising.
Sail with us, with over 200 sailors and “shore crew,” and 70+
boats. Sail under blue skies in front of the Black Mountains near
Castle Hot Springs, Buzzard Neck and Humbug Bay. Celebrate with

us under the stars, between the saguaro and ocotillo, with the burros
and coyotes on Lake Pleasant, just 45 minutes northwest of Phoenix.
The AYC Leukemia Cup & Birthday Regatta provides a fabulous
taste of desert winter sailing, usually with warm days, fresh breezes
and a wilderness vibe that no other regatta can match.
The event is the nation’s first Leukemia Cup Regatta of the year.
For more information, visit https://arizonayachtclub.org/ayc-bdr/

Merriment Abounds!
It’s Huzzah Time Again In The Realm

Get ready to be transported back to the 16th century as one of the largest and most
picturesque Renaissance Festivals in the nation prepares for raucous revelry below
the foothills of the Superstition Mountains. The Festival is celebrating its 32nd season of pomp and pageantry; join in the revelry!
The Arizona Renaissance Festival runs every Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 8 through
March 29 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Cheer for brave knights! Roam our 30-acre festival
village filled with whimsical castles, cottages, pubs and 14 stages of nonstop performances of music, mermaids, merriment, dance, acrobatics and comedy.
Foolish pleasures mix with artisan treasures as you shop, eat and revel with a cast
of nearly 2,000 colorfully costumed characters. Prepare for new shows, new stage
and don’t forget to reserve your seat at the Pleasure Feast — the most exclusive event
HUZZAH, continued on page 18

A TIME-HONORED TRADITION “Father and Son with Their Dog Collecting a Tree in the Forest”, a painting
by Franz Krüger (1797–1857)

Cutting Your Own Tree

It’s A Wonderful
Way To Celebrate
With Your Family
It’s a holiday tradition for many families -- a trip to and into the woods, scoping
out the perfect tree for Christmas, and finally, cutting down the one that you think
is ideal, and then transporting it to your
home. Although it sounds simple enough,
there are requirements and restrictions
you need to know before you go, but every step of the process is definitely worth
it.
The prize? A lovely fresh tree with that
wonderful scent that cannot be duplicated
by any air freshener ever -- the evergreen
fragrance of pine or fir.

Where To Cut

There are private Christmas tree farms

TRADITION, continued on page 18
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BOATING
Current — LEARN TO SAIL: If you know
someone who would like to learn to
sail, turn them on to the Arizona Sailing
Foundation’s Adult Beginning Sailing
class.

s Tempe
14— 20th Annual Fantasy of Lights
Boat Parade - Tempe Town Lake. 50
decorated and lighted boats of all sizes
and makes, a thousand lights illuminate
the sidewalks and paths of Tempe
Beach Park. The event kicks off at 4
pm with live music, selfies with Santa,
food trucks and more! Come early, get
your spot, a bite to eat and listen to
some music. The parade launches at 7
pm and fireworks at 8 pm. Free. www.
downtowntempe.com/

CAMPING/RVING/AZ
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
Ongoing — CALENDAR OF OUTDOOR
EVENTS: www.azgfd.gov/OutdoorSkills
Google calendar.

Glendale
7 — Jingle Bell Hike to Santa –
Thunderbird Conservation Park.
Children can take part in a hands-on
jingle bell craft so they can jingle their
way up the trail. Parents and kids will
make their way along to find Santa
Claus at the end of the hike! Water
provided at the trailhead, plus a light
snack afterward. All children must be
accompanied by an adult to participate
in the hike. This is a moderate hike;
trail/hiking guidelines are available on
our website. Bring your camera to take
photos with Santa. Free. 9 am. www.
glendaleaz.com/play/parks_and_
recreation.

Sierra Vista
19 — Patterson Observatory Public
Night - weather permitting, the
public is invited to observe the night
skies through the 20-inch Patterson
telescope and with other instruments,
you might see craters of the crescent
moon, gas giant planets, Uranus,
Neptune, double stars, star clusters,
nebula, planetary nebula and distant
galaxies. Free. 6 pm. 520-417-6960 or
www.hacastronomy.org/

CLASSES/SEMINARS
AZGFD, CG AUXILIARY, PHOENIX
POWER SQUADRON BOATING
CLASSES: Ongoing (See page 3 of this
issue.)

COMMUNITY AND SEASONAL
Sedona
6 — Sedona’s Holiday Tree Lighting
& Santa Visit – Tlaquepaque.
Live entertainment, activities and
refreshments available from 5-7 pm
with the 20’ holiday tree. Hear holiday
favorites from musical and performing
groups and let your youngsters tell
Santa all their hopes and dreams, free
family event presented by Sedona Main
Street Program with Sedona Chamber
of Commerce and the City of Sedona. 5
pm. www.tlaq.com/events
14 — 46th Annual Festival of Lights
- Tlaquepaque Arts & Crafts Village.
A cherished tradition which involves
the lighting of six thousand luminarias
in Tlaquepaque’s courtyards and
walkways at 5 pm, entertainment
abounds with carolers, choirs and
musicians, specially designated
Luminarias honoring cancer survivors
can be purchased in advance. Free. 3-8
pm. 928-282-4838 or www.tlaq.com/

Phoenix
7 — 33rd Annual APS Electric
Light Parade: Walking in a Desert
Wonderland – The APS Electric
Light Parade has long been an event
where families, neighborhood groups
and businesses from across the city
come together and spread the joy of
the holidays to more than 100,000
spectators. The parade begins on
Central Avenue & Montebello and ends
at 7th Street and Indian School. All
entries lined with electric lights, from
floats, to marching bands, performance
groups, car groups and families. Free.
7 pm. 602-262-6437 or www.phoenix.
gov/parks/elp

Queen Creek
7 — 37th Annual Queen Creek Holiday
Festival &Parade - Features carnival
rides, live entertainment, food and
beverage stations, commercial vendors,
free photos with Santa, a tree lighting
ceremony and of course the community
parade. queencreekparade.org/

Mesa
26 — Mannheim Steamroller Christmas
by Chip Davis - Mesa Arts Center. In
1984, Mannheim Steamroller released
Mannheim Steamroller Christmas, an
album that changed the sounds of
Christmas and resulted in a runaway
hit. Mannheim Steamroller went on to
become the biggest selling Christmas
music artist in history. The group’s
Christmas tour has become a holiday
tradition right along with decorating
the tree. 3& 7:30 pm. $36-81. 480-644650 or www.mesaartscenter.com/
index.php/shows/performing-live/
mannheim-steamroller-christmas-bychip-davis

21 — The Klezmatics: A Happy Joyous
Hanukkah – The MIM Music Theater.
Holiday. $43.50-48.50. 7:30 pm. mim.
org/upcoming-events/?tribe_event_
display=month&date=2019-12

Flagstaff
Through 12/24 — North Pole
Experience – Little America. A familyfocused holiday attraction that takes
visitors on a behind-the-scenes
adventure at Santa’s Workshop, children
and their parents build toys with Santa
and the elves and meet Santa and
read stories and craft with Mrs. Claus.
northpoleexperience.com/

Prescott
31 — 2019 Boot Drop – The Palace
Restaurant & Saloon. Whiskey Row
becomes a street party as we ring in the
New Year. Watch as a 6-foot illuminated
cowboy boot is lowered down The
Palace building’s flag pole. Two drops:
10 pm and midnight. 928-776-0234 or
www.bootdrop.com/

31 — Deuce of Clubs Drop – Festival
Marketplace. Countdown to midnight,
ushers in the new year giant electrified
Deuce of Clubs (playing card) dropped
from a crane, free photo booth, cocoa
& popcorn available, free noisemakers
& party items, and fire pits to keep you
toasty, the evening comes to a climax
with a giant fireworks show immediately
following the dropping of the Deuce of
Clubs. 11 pm – midnight. 928-532-4140
or www.showlowchamber.com/

Tempe
31 — New Year’s Eve on Mill Avenue –
Merry-makers welcoming the new
decade will once again fill the streets
of Downtown Tempe and its famed Mill
Avenue as tradition dictates this season.
Downtown Tempe’s eclectic mix of
bars and restaurants offer unlimited
allure with merchants opening their
doors for an unforgettable night of epic
celebrations — each with their own
entry fees and special offerings. Be sure
to stop by the two-story tall ‘2020 Selfie
Station’ to snap shots for the ‘gram as
you ring in the new year, Downtown
CALENDAR, continued on page 19

Editor’s Note: Please submit announcements for AZBW/WOT’s calendar of events — ”Downstream” — to editor@azbw.com. To
guarantee placement, as room allows, items must be received by the tenth (10th) of the month prior to publication. Every effort is made
to ensure accuracy, but we assume no responsibility for print errors or omissions. We also reserve the right to edit each item. Please
include the name of the event, the date and time, the location, the organization, and contact information. You can also submit your event
individually at westernoutdoortimes.com/classifieds.
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Show Low

s 13-23 _ Phoenix Ballet’s The
Nutcracker – Orpheum Theatre. Join
Phoenix Ballet and internationally
recognized dance stars along with
top students from the acclaimed
Master Ballet Academy as they
present Slawomir Wozniak’s magical
holiday classic, The Nutcracker. Let
the professional dancers awe you with
their skill while they dance alongside
renowned students who have brought
home top awards and honors at major
competitions. $25-90. 602-262-7272
or https://www.phoenixballet.org/ or
https://phoenix.ticketforce.com/
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Our waterways are
ready, but are you?
To learn more about boating safely in Arizona visit
www.azgfd.gov/boating or call: 623-236-7258

Wear a life jacket.
Every trip.
Every time.

Under state law, life jackets are required to be worn by children 12
years old and younger, but it’s strongly urged that everyone wear
one while on the water. Life jackets save lives.
Before heading out on the water, it’s important that boaters check
to ensure that their life jackets are in good condition and that they
are the right size and ﬁt for passengers. Look for:
• Any rips or tears
• Missing straps
• Broken fasteners
• Ensure that the ﬂotation hasn’t shifted.
Life jackets should be inspected each boating season due to the
environment’s impact on their materials and replaced if neccessary.

Register Your Watercraft

Make sure your vessel’s registration is current before heading out on
the water! Skip the line and renew your watercraft registration online at

Arizona Game & Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086
602-942-3000 | www.azgfd.gov

www.azgfd.gov/boating

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com
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PORT BOATING

Light Up Your Holidays With
These Annual Favorites
Editor’s Note: Each year as Christmas
approaches, three sparkling boat parades
launch the holiday spirit. Although there
are other wonderful and similar events
throughout the Southwest, the following
-- in chronological order -- have endured
as favorites of our readers year after year.

Lake Havasu City’s
Boat Parade Of Lights

The Annual Boat Parade of Lights is
in its 37th year and has been the mustsee event of the holiday season, occurring Friday, Dec. 6 and Saturday, Dec. 7.
Lake Havasu City’s Boat Parade of Lights
has been repeatedly selected as one of the
top 100 events in the United States by the
American Bus Association.
Up to 50 boats brightly decorated in
their holiday best will delight children
and adults alike. Watch the boats cruise
through the Bridgewater Channel beginning in Thompson Bay and continuing under the London Bridge to the north end of
the Channel, with a turnaround at Windsor Beach and back. Bundle up and take
a stroll through the Channel -- the only
time you’ll see the Channel packed full of
boats and boaters in winter gear at night.
Come cozy up with family and friends
and create treasured memories of a favorite holiday tradition!
Time: The boat parade starts approximately 6:30 p.m. each night.
Theme: “Reflections on the Water”
Boat Entry: Want to enter your boat
in the parade? Anyone is welcome and
prizes are given for Grand Marshal’s
Award, Commodore’s Award, Best Family/Individual Award, Best Corporate Entry Award, Best First-Time Entry Award,
Best Service Club/Organization Award,

Lake Havasu

Judge’s Choice Award, and Best Sparkle
Award.
When You Are There —
Boat parade participants and sponsors
invite you to visit the docks in front of
the London Bridge Resort where parade
floats will be lit up nightly beginning at
dusk.
Bonfires will be permitted throughout
the Channel on the island side beach areas but must be contained in a portable,
self-contained fire pit. All ashes must be
removed entirely and the area left clean.
Absolutely no digging of fire pits in the
sand and no dumping of ashes in the water. The area will be patrolled throughout
the evening. (Bonfires are not permitted
on the new white sand beaches at the
north end of the channel.)
There will be great viewing at the Nautical Beachfront Resort (the starting point
of the Parade of Lights), Rotary Beach,
throughout the Channel on both sides between Rotary Beach and Windsor Beach,
the English Village, across the London
Bridge, and at any of the restaurants along
the Channel.*
*If you plan on watching from the
Channel restaurants, early reservations
BOAT PARADES, continued on page 18

INTRODUCING THE WATER SHADE CANOPY FLOAT KIT
Until now, standard consumer pop-up canopies have been
stuck on the shore, but Water Shade has the solution to make
your pop-up canopy / portable shade float on the water.
The Water Shade Canopy Float Kit’s patented design allows
quick and easy setup with your pop-up canopy on any body of water!
The pool, lake, river or even on the ocean you will have shade.
The Water Shade Canopy Float Kit consists of four inflatable pods,
an air pump and tether that all easily store in the convenient sized
breathable nylon tote bag included.

A Boost of Confidence.
Free with every cleaning.

James Jenista, DDS

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
10715 N. Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd., Suite 102, Scottsdale

Make an Appt: 480-860-6000
scottsdale-dentistry.com
watershade.com

4 | December 2019

$50 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT BY MENTIONING ARIZONA BOATING & WATERSPORTS
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

PORT BOATING
Sailing Convention For Women

Combines Learning, Camaraderie, Fun
Where do women sailors go to learn?
The answer is a place where they can
enjoy the camaraderie of other women
sailors, learn from top instructors both on
the water and in the classroom, and have
plenty of fun. For 30 years that place has
been the Sailing Convention for Women
presented by Gail Hine, to be held next
on Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 at the Bahia
Corinthian Yacht Club in Corona del Mar,
Calif.

Meaningful For Everyone

“The Convention gives women an
opportunity to meet other women sailors, discuss options for more cruising

and day sailing, find out about existing
women’s sailing organizations in their
area as well as instructional programs
available,” said Hine, the Convention’s
Creator/Director. “We have something
meaningful for everyone. One of our
previous attendees enjoyed the program
so much that said it was the best day of
her life. We really try to make it that kind
of experience for everyone.”
Sponsored by BoatUS and a host of
other local businesses and marine-related companies, the daylong, ladies-only
series of shore-and-boat-based workshops offer beginners to experts a welcoming environment to learn more about

all topics sailing.

Combination Of Workshops

Attendees select a combination of
workshops in areas that best fits their interest and ability. Course instructors are
top women sailors, many of whom are
U.S. Coast Guard Licensed Captains.
Workshops include: Welcome Aboard for
Beginners, Diesels, Going Up the Mast,
Docking, Suddenly Singlehanded, Weather, Sail Trim, Basic Navigation, Electronic Navigation, Electrical Systems, DIY
Canvas Projects, How to Heave a Line,
Nighttime Navigation, Winch Workshop,
Spinnaker Rigging, Offshore Cruising,
How to Avoid Mistakes, the Art of Motorsailing, and Introduction to Sailing.

Lhamon Featured Speaker

Sailing Convention For Women

WOMEN’S WORKSHOPS — On water workshops are offered at the Sailing
Convention for Women on Saturday, Feb. 1 at Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club
in Corona del Mar, Calif.

Even Arizonans Can Use These
Secrets To Winterizing a Boat
Boaters across the country are getting
ready to put their boats to bed for a long
winter’s nap, but not every boat owner
knows all the secrets of winterizing a recreational boat. Boat Owners Association
of The United States (BoatUS) shares
some quick tips to ensure safe storage until next season.
1. California, Florida and Texas have
the most engine winterizing claims. Boaters in northern climates know to winterize
but all it takes is one deep freeze in a normally balmy state to cause major damage
to your boat. Unless you’re in an area that
never freezes (like Key West or Hawaii)
you probably need to winterize. Yes, even
in Arizona.
2. Water expands almost 10 percent
by volume. That expansion means that
any water left in your engine, potable
water system, or refrigeration system can
do some major damage over the winter.
Even an engine block can crack open during cold weather. The key is making sure
all water gets drained out or replaced by
antifreeze.
3. Batteries are happier at home. Remove your batteries, bring them to the garage or basement and use a trickle charger
to keep them topped off to protect them
and extend their life.
4. It’s easier to prevent mold than
to stop it. Without some air circulation,
your boat’s interior can build up condensation, which can lead to a moldy mess
next spring. Solar-powered vents and boat
covers that lets air circulate can help keep
mold at bay.
5. Waxing the hull now makes spring
clean-up much easier. The grunge of sitting all winter at a boatyard comes off a
lot quicker if you apply a coat of wax before you put your boat to bed.
6. There are two types of antifreeze.
Ethylene glycol – the kind in your boat’s
cooling system works fine for engines,

Capping the event, the dinner’s featured speaker will be Haley Lhamon, a
member of the 2018 eight-member team
of women who won the 2018 R2AK
(Race to Alaska). Known as one of the
most challenging on water races in America that takes place over 750-miles of
cold, treacherous waters up the famed Inside Passage, R2AK participants may not
use a motor and are literally on their own
– no support along the way is permitted.
From Port Townsend, Washington to
Ketchikan, Alaska, Lhamon’s “Sail Like
a Girl” team planned well, practiced, and
had plenty of moral support from families
and friends to win with the first all-women team and first monohull, a Melges 32.
Lhamon grew up in Texas in a big
family and learned to sail at a young age,
becoming a winning competitive youth
WOMEN, continued on page 7

Maritime Museum
Invites You To
Take A Day Sail
A trip to San Diego would not be complete without getting on the water! Enjoy
San Diego’s beautiful outdoors aboard
San Salvador, a representation of Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo’s ship that arrived at
the port we now call San Diego on September 28, 1542. Very few people have
sailed aboard galleons of the sixteenth
century and these day sails will offer the
public a chance to be aboard the magnificent galleon, San Salvador.
These four-hour sailing adventures are
for people who love history, and sailing.
Join the crew in sailing a traditionally
rigged tall ship. Passengers will be invited
to haul a line, man the helm and watch
the crew as they scamper up and down the
rigging to set and furl the sails. Listen as
the crew relates the history of sailing and
exploration in San Diego, tales of whaling
and sea otter trade, local sea battles, the
art of ship’s gunnery, life at sea and more.
San Salvador sailing adventures take
place most weekends and check-in begins
at 11:30 a.m. Reservations are highly recommended!
For more information, visit info@sdmaritime.org n

MORTGAGE
MARK FIELD

Senior Loan Officer
20 Years Experience
NMLS 965030
United States Navy
Submarine Veteran

QUESTION — Did you know what
type of antifreeze should be used
winterize a boat’s engine?

but it’s very toxic. Propylene glycol is
safe for potable water systems and is also
fine to use for the raw side of engine cooling systems – check the label. Make sure
antifreeze is rated to protect down to the
lowest possible expected temperatures.
7. Add fuel stabilizer before you fill
your tank. That helps mix the stabilizer
so it protects all of the gas. Running your
engine for a few minutes after mixing it
up will get some stabilized gas in the engine’s fuel system, protecting it over the
winter.
8. If enough water enters your fuel
tank, gas with ethanol can phase separate
over the long winter storage period. For
boats with portable gas tanks, try to use
up fuel now. Any remainder can be used
(if unmixed with two-stroke oil) in your
vehicle. If your boat has a built-in gas
tank, fill the tank almost to the top, leaving a little room for expansion. This will
minimize condensation on tank walls,
stopping phase separation in its tracks.
Never plug a fuel tank vent.
9. Write down what you did or had
your shop do. That way, next spring you
WINTERIZE, continued on page 7
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2017 WINNER

“I pride myself on honest & ethical mortgage practices,
leading to many repeat & referral clients.” — Mark Field

LOWER RATES &
FEES THAN BANKS

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

“I have completed multiple mortgages with
Mark Field and have been very satisfied .”
— Kevin K., US Air Force veteran, Peoria

602-241-2500
NMLS 181106 / AZ MB-0904774

2168 E. Williams Field Rd #245, Gilbert, AZ 85295
7075 W. Bell Road, #A6, Glendale, AZ 85308
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Trailering 101

Here’s Some Advice from
The Kokopelli ‘Professors’
Bearing Buddies

Due to loose rubber on the grease caps
or the caps’ getting damaged, all Kokopelli trailers come with Bearing Buddy. It
will be the best way to keep your spindles,
bearings and hubs in the best condition for
the longest amount of time. If you already
have a Kokopelli Trailer and would like
to replace your grease caps with Bearing
Buddies please call or email to get them
sent out.
• Replaces the grease cap in the axle
hub
• Prevents wheel-bearing failure
• Keeps water and dirt out of hubs and
bearings
• Allows boat trailer wheels to be completely submerged
• Stops corrosion and pitting on bearings
• Provides easily accessible grease fitting
• Makes adding grease to the bearings

quick and simple
• Maintains slight, controlled pressure
(3 psi) with spring-loaded piston, preventing water from entering hub
• Allows visual monitoring of grease
levels with blue indicator ring
• Ring sits flush with top of cylinder
when full
• If ring is below top, add grease to
move piston outward 1/8″
• Prevents overfilling and rear seal
damage with automatic pressure-relief
feature
• Grease seeps around piston edges
and into barrel when full
• Constructed of stainless steel
• Ensures longer-lasting fit than plastic
or aluminum products
• Includes rubber covers
• Installs easily
• Made in the USA
• Lifetime warranty

pressurized, preventing water from entering the barrel and diluting the grease.
• An automatic pressure-relief feature
is built into the Bearing Buddy. When the
device is full, grease will seep around the
edges of the piston and into the barrel.
This prevents overfilling that can damage
the inner seal.
• The blue indicator ring allows you to
visually monitor the amount of grease in
your hub. The ring should sit flush with
the top of the cylinder. If the ring is below
the top of the cylinder, add grease until
the piston moves 1/8″ outward. n

Bearing Buddy Operation

• Replace your existing grease cap
with a Bearing Buddy to ensure a
safe, easy way to monitor and control
the level of grease in your axle hub.
* To adjust the amount of grease in the
hub, use a grease gun to add more through
the appropriate fitting.
• Adding grease moves the Bearing
Buddy spring-loaded piston outward 1/8″.
• The O-ring inside the barrel of the
Bearing Buddy maintains a seal from the
outside.
• The interior of the Bearing Buddy is

SUN VALLEY FIBER-GLAS, INC.

• Boat Repair •
925 S. Center • Mesa, AZ 85210 • www.sunvalleyfiber-glas.com
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Gel-Coat Colors
Metal Flake
Custom Painting
Trailer Refinishing

BROADWAY
8th Ave.
10th Ave.

SOUTHERN

MESA DRIVE

1900 N. McClintock Dr., Suite 11-12, Tempe AZ 85281
480.621.7725 | clupholstery.net

Since

COUNTRY CLUB

AUTO • RV • MARINE

1987

DAN & JON
“The Boat Men” TURNER
Phone: 480-833-6561
Fax: 480-833-6508

www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

PORT TACKLE & TARGET

BoatUS Applauds Legislators For Helping To Ensure
Taxes Paid By Boaters Will Fund Boating Programs
The explosive growth of paddlesports
— including stand-up paddleboarding,
kayaking and canoeing — has local, state
and federal governments working to ensure there’s plenty of paddler access, including paddlecraft-only launches that
make it easy to launch a kayak, increasing efforts to ensure paddler safety, and
minimizing user conflicts with traditional
boaters.

The question is,
who pays for it?

Under a nearly seven-decade-old federal funding mechanism, the answer is
recreational power, sail, and fishing boat
owners. A newly introduced bipartisan
bill, the Sport Fish Restoration and Recreational Boating Safety Act of 2019,
aims to give the Government Accountability Office an opportunity to examine and report on the increasing use of

non-motorized vessels and their impacts
on recreational boat launches, and look
at user conflicts and how funds are used
to support non-motorized boating safety
programs. It will also look at boat recycling, a concern for some waterfront communities.
The nation’s advocacy, services and
safety group for recreational boat owners, BoatUS, applauds bill authors Rep.
Joe Cunningham (D-SC) and Rep. Garret
Graves (R-LA) for their sponsorship.
“Any way you can get on the water
is a good thing,” said BoatUS Manager
of Government Affairs David Kennedy.
“However, we can’t ignore the continued,
successful growth of paddling participation in America and the need to have equitable funding for access and safety programs. Our thanks to Reps. Cunningham
and Graves for looking to better underBOATUS, continued on page 17

Instead of Socks For The Holidays

Give the Boater In The Family A
Gift That Shows You Really Care
When a bad day on the
water happens, you’ll be
thanked for getting your
boater home.
Sometimes a day of boating doesn’t
go as planned. Accidentally running
aground, engine troubles, a dead battery
or running out of fuel are common – the
nation’s largest on the water towing fleet
for recreational boaters, TowBoatUS, responded to more than 70,000 requests for
routine help last year.
So this holiday season, instead of giving socks to your favorite boaters in the
family, give the gift of getting them safely
back to the launch ramp or marina with
24/7 on-water assistance with a BoatUS
Unlimited Towing Membership.
For saltwater boaters, an annual BoatUS Unlimited Towing Membership is
just $159 per year, while a freshwater
membership costs $85. Both provide 24/7
dispatch assistance by phone or using the
BoatUS App that connects your boater directly with the closest towing captain at
the tap of a button.
Your loved one will never have to pay
out of pocket for a covered tow back to
the dock or for a soft ungrounding, which
can be expensive without a Towing membership. Included with an Unlimited Tow-

WOMEN

Continued from page 5
sailor and later cruising distant waters in
Europe, South America and New Zealand. A Stanford University graduate,
Lhamon now resides in Washington State
where she has been a strong promoter of
youth sailing.
The early bird convention registration

WINTERIZE

Continued from page 5
won’t wonder if the lower unit lube was
changed or the spark plugs replaced.
10. Take home any removable electronics, small outboards and even alcohol.
The dark days of winter are when boats
are most frequently broken in to. Not ev-

TowBoatUS Fort Lauderdale

SHARING ACCESS — A recreational boat and kayak share waterway access
at a launch ramp in Florida.

SOS: Recreational Boat
Is Stuck — In A Cave?

TowBoatUS San Diego
responds to an incredibly
strange distress call
caused by a one-in-amillion missed waypoint.

fee is $219, which increases $235 after
Dec. 31. The fee includes workshops,
breakfast, lunch, dinner, souvenirs and
handouts. Prepaid-registrations are required as space is limited to approximately 240 attendees. To obtain a reservation
form, email gail@sailingconventionforwomen or call 951-677-8121. Bookings
can be made online on/after December
10, 2019 at SailingConventionforWomen.
com. n

“There are not many times I can say
it after 30 years as a towboat captain, but
this was a first,” says Capt. Rob Butler,
owner of the TowBoatUS San Diego.
Butler was describing his company’s recent response to a 26-foot power boat
stuck inside a deep sandstone cave along
a southern California cliff wall. Butler’s
company is one of more than 300 locations across the nation that responds to
over 70,000 requests annually for onwater assistance and provide boat salvage
services. This job, however, was one in a
million.
The story begins with two men fishing 30 miles offshore. Heading back on
calm seas at night under a bright moon,
the owner went below to get some sleep
while his crewmate put the boat on autopilot for San Diego’s Shelter Island Boat
Launch. Then he fell asleep. The men
were awakened by the sound of surf as
their boat cruised into the 15-foot-high
cave, literally threading the needle.
“If they missed by 10 feet on either
side, it could have been fatal,” Butler
says. “It’s really a ‘Twilight Zone’ type of
situation, if you think about it.”
Thankfully, the anglers had enough
VHF radio signal from inside the cave
to hail the Coast Guard, which triggered
responses from the San Diego Lifeguard
Service, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and TowBoatUS San Diego.
It was CBP’s infrared camera that detected heat 200 feet inside the cave. Lifeguards went in and swam the men out to
safety, but an offshore storm was kicking
up big surf, making the boat’s salvage unsafe. The Pacific Ocean then pulverized

ery thief is a professional – some may just
want to raid your boat’s liquor cabinet.
11. Remove all food. Not only might it
spoil, but it can attract rodents and other
pests, leaving you with a nasty spring surprise.
12. Using a heater as alternative to
winterizing is a really bad idea. Not only
can the power go out during a big winter
storm leaving the boat unprotected, the

heater, extension cord or connections can
(and do) overheat and cause a fire.
13. In addition to snowstorms knocking-out power to heated indoor boat storage facilities, do-it-yourselfers sometimes
make mistakes when winterizing. Either
way, for boaters who live in northern
states, protecting yourself with ice and
freeze coverage insurance may be a smart
option. It’s often very affordable, but

ing Membership is a subscription to the
award-winning BoatUS Magazine, exclusive fuel, transient slip and repair discounts, big savings from dozens of your
favorite boating and travel companies,
and much more.
Do you have a boater in the family
who trailers his or her boat frequently?
BoatUS can also help when a boat trailer
breaks down on the side of the road. A
great stocking stuffer that offers big benefits to a trailer boater, consider gifting
a BoatUS Membership with Unlimited
TRAILER ASSIST® for $38 that takes
care of roadside breakdowns 24/7.
In addition, 100 miles of free on-road
towing for both a disabled trailer and its
tow vehicle to a safe location, lockout,
flat tire, battery jump and fuel drop-off
services are also included.
All of these gifts can be found at BoatUS.com/Gifts or by calling 1-800-3952628. n
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TowBoatUS San Diego

WHOOPS! — A recreational fishing boat accidentally ends up deep
inside a Southern California cave
and provides a lesson or two for all
boat owners.

the fiberglass boat in what amounted to a
jagged-edged trash compactor.
Butler’s crew later spent several days
shuttling out the debris on a 20-foot
aluminum canoe, including the boat’s
chewed-up twin sterndrive engines. “Our
last large item to remove was a ball of
debris tangled with anchor chain, fishing
gear, sea anchor and one of the outdrives,
all twisted into a large part of the boat’s
tuna tower,” Butler says, before offering this advice to all those traveling offshore: “Although autopilots make boating
easier, it is very important there is always
someone on wheel watch. A good rule of
thumb is to set a destination point 3 miles
out from shore and hand steer into the
harbor. You can also install a watch alarm
that will deter whoever is on watch from
falling asleep.”
For more boating safety information
including a range of online boating safety courses such as How to Use GPS - A
Boater’s Guide to Electronic Navigation,
go to BoatUS.org. n
there’s a deadline to purchase, typically
by the end of October.
For more information on how to properly store a boat over the winter, including how to cover a boat, winterize plumbing, store ashore or in the water, and to
get a free downloadable BoatUS Boater’s
Guide to Winterizing checklist, go to
BoatUS.com/seaworthy/winter. n
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Just because you don’t fit the mold
doesn’t mean you can’t join the party.
KOKOPELLI TRAILERS
We are your home-town,
custom-trailer manufacturer.

PONTOON TRAILERS
CATAMARAN TRAILERS
BASS BOAT TRAILERS
V-HULL TRAILERS
CUSTOM SIZES
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

kokopellitrailers.com
1424 E Broadway Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85040 |
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AZ Lakes, AZ Pros: Daniel Pecotte At Roosevelt

Largemouth Bass Have Been His Target For Years
By Margie Anderson

Natural Colors

For colors, he sticks to natural colors
in clear water and darker or chartreuse
for dirty water. The water in coves can
get muddy from an inflow of water from
rain or snow melt, and that dirty water
warms up quicker, says Pecotte. He likes
to check the backs of coves now and then
and see if anything is going on, even in
winter. You might catch them up feeding.

Daniel Pecotte of Holbrook has been
fishing for bass Roosevelt for many years,
and he says that winter is the trickiest
time – it’s harder to get them to eat. The
fish move out deeper and school up, so
when you find them you usually find a
bunch, but since their metabolism is so
slow in the winter, they don’t attack a lure
the way they might in the summer.

In Winter, Be Patient

Pay Attention

To find them pay attention to areas
where they don’t have to go far to feed,
says Pecotte, and that includes places like
bluffs that cover a range of depths, flats
with good drop-offs, and channels that
lead to shallow feeding areas. Daniel says
you can idle out of a cove and all of a sudden your graph will just light up with fish.
You may not know what kind of fish they
are, but that will still tell you how deep
you need to fish.

Finesse Is The Way To Go

For baits in winter, finesse is usually
the way to go, he says. He uses drop shot
rigs (with a Bass Pro Shops Tri-Color

Daniel Pecotte

worm) for bass near the bottom, Bass Pro
Shops Jiggy Twitch It spoons for schooled
bass, and Moccasin Lures football head
jigs with a Berkley Chigger Craw trailer,
especially on points. Another favorite
winter bait of his is a blade bait like a
Cabelas Mean Eye, and a Bass Pro Shops
XPS Lazer Eye Spinnerbait.

The key in winter is to be patient, he
says. You have to fish slowly and you
have to catch them when they’re eating.
They usually have some kind of feeding
time, and you just have to be there, so
when you’re on a school and you catch
a fish, stay there – odds are you’ll catch
more off that same school.

Check Banks At Rosie

On Roosevelt, he says, it seems like
you’re always on the wrong end or the
right end. The Salt end and the Tonto end
are almost like two different lakes, and if
he’s not catching any fish in one end, he’ll
just go to the other side. The Salt end does

seem to produce heavier bags in tournaments, though, he says. The key is to look
for them off the banks – that’s where most
of them will be in the winter.

Spinnerbait Great Search Bait

A spinnerbait is a great search bait, and
Daniel says to use a heavy one in winter,
like ½-ounce, and take off the second
blade so there is just one on the back,
preferably a smaller willow leaf blade, as
that will help you get it deep a lot faster.
So drop it down, let it sink to the bottom,
and just slowly turn the reel handle so the
bait is going across the bottom just fast
enough to make the blade spin. It will roll
right over rocks and through bushes. If
you want to use a spinnerbait to fish slow
but shallow, use a light weight and a big
blade – that will keep it up high in the water but allow you to reel slowly. This is
perfect for fishing flats or even for fishing
over submerged trees in deeper water.

Check Out His YouTube Channel

Daniel has recently started a You Tube
channel called “Bassin Southwest”, and
if you want a lot more fishing tips, you
should check it out. n

Lake Powell Fish Report

This Resilient Lake Has Come Back To Its Glory Days
By Wayne Gustaveson
wayneswords.com or
Wayneswords.net

This will be the last regular fish report
from Lake Powell this year. We have been
fall sampling, and when we finish sampling, there will be reports to update everyone about what the fish are up to in this
most unusual year.
Weather was cold in the springtime
and continued into the summer, moisture
was above normal, and runoff was strong
bringing the lake up 53 feet. Something
happened during this strange weather
period that the fish really liked. Shad
reproduction was unprecedented. Bass
and crappie spawned in the inundated
brush line producing a new crop of these
valuable sport fish. Sampling next week
should give us valuable information on
year classes of stripers and smallmouth
bass.

Shad Numbers
Higher Than Normal

Threadfin shad numbers are much
higher than normal. Gizzard shad are
abundant all over the lake. Sport fish
have responded to the shad smorgasbord
by changing their habits to eating shad
leisurely anytime they get hungry. There
are shad schools found in virtually every
canyon, which are available for bass and
stripers who simply swim up, eat and then
go back to their resting spot.
The most amazing anomaly from
high forage is smallmouth bass behavior.
Smallmouth moved offshore, away from
their normal rocky habitat and chased
shad in open water, very similar to how
stripers normally behave. This fall, smallmouth boils were seen with green fish
swimming right alongside stripers or
sometimes in completely green boils.

Strange Striped Bass Behavior

Striped bass behavior is even stranger. Adult stripers boiled a few times in
September and October, but more often
striper schools disbanded and each fish
fed on its own in the giant shad schools

found lakewide. While fishing for stripers, we found 2-3 individual fish traces on
the bottom. We dropped spoons down to
these fish in 40-70 feet of water. Usually
the spoons were ignored, but on 3 different occasions, a striper was hooked and
landed. Then the graph showed more fish
coming to investigate what that one fish
had eaten. This recently assembled school
of stripers was an easy target to drop more
spoons and catch more fish.
Normally we see a large striper school
on the graph before dropping spoons.
Right now, we need to test all the fish
traces seen on the graph. That would seem
like a hard task but the screen is usually
blank with most of the forage and smaller
sport fish being close to the surface where
a graph does not detect them.

Largemouth
Spawnng Successful

Largemouth bass spawning was very
successful, which was long overdue.
Schools of 8-10 inch largemouth bass
are common swimming along the lakeshore. Largemouth bass and crappie need
brush as shelter to survive. That shelter
was provided this year and is still available right now. Another large runoff next
spring would ensure bass and crappie can
rebound from years of barren shoreline
without brushy habitat.

Quality of life is measured by the
amount of time spent fishing.
Wayne Gustaveson

Outlook Optimistic

Lake Powell fisheries are in a great
place right now. It is reminiscent of the
filling period, I remember from 1975 to
1980. Another above average spring flood
in 2020 would seal the deal. No runoff
next year would take the air out of my
optimistic bubble. Time will tell. Right
now, shad forage and sport fish health is
over the top, which has made fish harder
to catch.
Despite drought and quagga mussels,
this resilient lake has come back to its
glory days. Just look at the fat stomachs
of bass and stripers to see the evidence.  
At the time of this report, lake elevation was 3613 and water temperature was
63-65F. n
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Hunters Get Another Shot At Doves
The late season runs through Jan. 5, 2020.
From AZGFD

Arizona dove hunters will be able to
double their wing-shooting pleasure now
that the state’s “second” season has begun.
Unlike the 15-day season that began
Sept. 1, the late season lasts 45 days and
runs through Jan. 5, 2020. There still is a
15-bird daily bag limit, all of which must
be mourning doves. The possession limit
remains 45 mourning doves after opening day, of which no more than 15 may
be taken in any one day. As always, there
is an unlimited daily bag and possession
limit for the invasive Eurasian collareddove.
A few things to remember to make the
most of the upcoming season:
• A combination hunt and fish license
for youth hunters ages 10 to 17 is only
$5. Children 9 and under do not need a

license when accompanied by a licensed
adult (two children per adult). Licenses
can be purchased online at www.azgfd.
com/License/, or from any license dealer
or any department office statewide.
• Hunters 18 and older must possess
an Arizona migratory bird stamp ($5)
that can be purchased online, or from any
license dealer or department office statewide.
• Shooting hours are 30 minutes before
legal sunrise until legal sunset.
• One fully feathered wing must remain attached to each harvested dove until it reaches the hunter’s home.
Keep in mind that dove hunters are
responsible for cleaning up after themselves. Shell casings (shotgun hulls) and
associated debris constitute litter and
must be picked up and packed out. Littering while hunting or fishing are revocable
violations, and a conviction can result in

snowmanradio (talk) Zenaida macroura California

Charles J. Sharp

the loss of hunting privileges for up to
five years.
For everything “dove,” visit www.
azgfd.com/hunting/species/smallgame/
mourningdove.
Dove hunters play an important role
in conservation. Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Program (WSFR) funds are
comprised of excise taxes collected on
the sale of hunting and fishing equipment
(including 11 percent on ammunition),
the benefit of which comes right back to
Arizona for habitat improvements, shoot-

ing ranges, boating access and more.
In addition to the late dove season,
several other small game hunting seasons
are underway, including quail (Gambel’s,
scaled), Oct. 18, 2019-Feb. 9, 2020; cottontail rabbit, July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020;
chukar, Sept. 1, 2019-Feb. 9, 2020; and
tree squirrel (Abert’s, Kaibab and Red,
excluding Mount Graham red squirrel),
Oct. 4, 2019-Dec. 31, 2019. The season
for Mearns’ quail opens Dec. 6, 2019 and
closes Feb. 9, 2020. n

Arizona’s Second General Waterfowl Season Continues Into 2020
From AZGFD

The general waterfowl and snipe seasons in the “Desert Zone” (Game Management Units 10 and 12B through 46B,
and those portions of Units 6 and 8 within
Yavapai County) runs through Jan. 26,
2020.
Meanwhile, the general waterfowl and
snipe seasons in the “Mountain Zone”
(Game Management Units 1-5, 7, 9,
11M, 12A, and those portions of Units 6
and 8 within Coconino County) continue
through Jan. 12, 2020.
The following are legal wildlife in
both Mountain and Desert zones: ducks,
including mergansers, coots and common
moorhens (gallinules); white geese (snow,
blue and Ross’); and dark geese (Canada
and white-fronted).
Scaup can be harvested in the Mountain Zone beginning Saturday through
Jan. 12, 2020, and in the Desert Zone
from Nov. 2 through Jan. 26, 2020.
All waterfowl hunters 10 and older
must possess a valid Arizona hunting license, and those 16 and older must also
possess a federal migratory bird stamp —
like a federal duck stamp.
In addition, waterfowl hunters 18 or
older must have a state migratory bird
stamp —this stamp is included in the pur-

Male Mallard

Ring-necked duck males are black and white.

Male Cinnamon Teal

chase of a youth combination hunt and
fish license.
Keep in mind that a combination hunt
and fish license is only $20 more — for
state residents — than the price of an in-

dividual hunting or fishing license.
As a reminder, a youth combination
hunt and fish license for ages 10 to 17 is
$5 and includes the privileges associated
with the state migratory bird stamp. n

Quail Outlook: All Signs Point To Better Season Into 2020
Winter moisture improves
overall brood survival.
From AZGFD

Truth be told,
Arizona’s
quail
hunters are also
weather
wonks
— always checking the forecasts,
particularly during the winter
months, their fingers crossed that
the wet stuff is on
the way.
Scaled Quail
After all, good
doses of timely
precipitation that time of year are what
give the state’s Gambel’s and scaled quail
populations a much-needed boost, which
usually points to better hunting in the fall.

Case In Point: Winter 2018

“Unlike the past few years, when hatch
dates were spread out over the spring and
summer, strong winter precipitation patterns this last winter should have concen-
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Gambel’s Quail

MontezumaQuail

Gambel’s Quail

trated hatch dates for quail clutches,” said
Johnathan O’Dell, small game biologist
for the Arizona Game and Fish Department.
“More quail chicks on the ground at
the same time usually correlates to better overall brood survival and more birds
in coveys in the fall. Spring call counts
around the state were up 125 percent from
the 10-year average, so Gambel’s numbers and harvest should be better than last
year’s numbers.”
Translation: Expect to find a few more
birds to chase when during the 2019-20
season.
While there will be a few hot spots out

there, O’Dell said hunters should prepare
to put in the work to find them.

day, Dec. 6. It’s summer rainfall that plays
a key role in nesting success and population numbers of this species. After a spotty and relatively weak monsoon across
southern Arizona, these birds are likely to
be abundant only in pockets that received
sufficient precipitation this summer.
A valid Arizona hunting or combination hunt and fish license is required for
all hunters 10 and older. Those hunters
under 10 must either have a valid hunting
or combination hunt and fish license, or be
accompanied by an adult who possesses
a valid hunting or combination hunt and
fish license. Licenses can be purchased

Do Some Scouting

“Anecdotal reports from hunters in
recent years suggest that quail numbers
and coveys vary by location, so it would
be worthwhile to do some scouting,” he
said. “Even with one good year of production — and hopefully more to come
— statewide numbers will expectedly be
lower than historical numbers, but hunting Gambel’s this fall should still be exciting.”
Meanwhile, hunters should note that
the season for Mearns’ quail begins Fri-

QUAIL, continued on page 11
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AZGFD Fishing Report

Crappie Catching Is Picking
Up At Bartlett And Roosevelt
Community Fishing waters
welcome back the trout.
The transition period from the fall activity patterns to the winter ones is coming soon. Fish should begin edging deep
and as the water cools, their metabolism
slows down. Bass can still be found chasing shad at the surface at times, but for
most lakes, expect top-water action to
be sporadic (but worthwhile). Go target
bass while water temperatures are inside
a range that enables these game fish to
chase bait fish – there’s only a few weeks
left.
Rainbow trout have returned to Community Fishing. Time to get friends and
family and catch trout at a lake or pond
near you. (And, the Tucson region just received a bunch of trout.)
With a cold front in the high country,
this is the time to hit the high country before winter conditions prevail.
A reminder that due to operational
issues at Page Springs Fish Hatchery,
scheduled trout stockings are being adjusted. Our goal is to have the hatchery
back to operating at full capacity by Dec.
1. For questions or more information,
please email BFishing@azgfd.gov

Some Other Highlights

• Jigging spoons, or dropping nightcrawlers, for yellow bass in the Salt River-chain lakes will be a good option as
these fish head into deeper water.
• Dead Horse Ranch State Park lagoons are hot for trout, and the bite remains good at Ashurst, where there reportedly is good water quality. See reports
from this region.

QUAIL

Continued from page 10
online or at license dealers statewide. A
youth combination hunt and fish license
(ages 10 to 17) is $5.

Bag Limits

The general bag limit is 15 quail per
day in the aggregate, of which no more
than eight may be Mearns’ quail (when
the Mearns’ season opens Dec. 6). The
general possession limit is 45 quail in the
aggregate after opening day, of which no
more than 15 Gambel’s, scaled or California quail in the aggregate may be taken
in any one day. After the opening of the
Mearns’ season, the 45-quail possession
limit may include 24 Mearns’ quail, of
which no more than eight may be taken

• Crappie fishing is reportedly
picking up at Roosevelt and Bartlett
lakes.

Alamo Lake
Boat Ramp
Closes Soon

Arizona State
Parks now plans to Black And White
close the main boat Crappie
ramp at Alamo Lake Jan. 2 until further
notice. Date is subject to change. Cholla
Ramp will remain open and is fully functional. ASP had initially planned the closure for Nov. 1-25 to allow for dam repairs.

Catch Of The Week

Send your fishing reports and photos
to BFishing@azgfd.gov -- one will be selected for Catch of the Week

Thank You, Anglers!

Arizona fishing opportunities wouldn’t
be possible without the Sport Fish Restoration Program. It was created through
the Dingell-Johnson Act of 1950 (Federal
Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act) and
the Wallop-Breaux amendments of 1984.
Through a federal excise tax paid by manufacturers on fishing gear and motorboat
fuels, it provides grant funds for fishery
conservation, boating access, and aquatic
education.

Save Time; Buy Online

Grab a license online (that helps conserve all species of wildlife, not to mention provides funding that goes back into
fishing opportunities) and go “Fish AZ”.

in any one day.
More quail-hunting information can
be found on the department’s website at
https://www.azgfd.com/Hunting/. Another resource for both new and experienced
hunters alike is “An Introduction to Hunting Arizona’s Small Game.” Written by
Randall D. Babb, the 196-page, full-color
book covers where and how to hunt small
game birds (like quail), squirrels, rabbits,
ducks and geese. It also includes how to
prepare and cook your harvest, with illustrations and recipes. The book can be
ordered for $16.95 at www.azgfd.gov/
publications.

Check This Out

Finally, hunters should check out
O’Dell’s techniques for field-dressing
quail
at
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3gRwZAcWzzk. n
4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040
(602) 314 6061 • www.R3EWaste.com
After Hours & Emergency Contact (602) 317 3981

Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
Electronics Recycling

Computer Recycling

Flat Screen TV Recycling

Pickup Service

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

AZGFD To Host Game
Management ‘Open Houses’
A wildlife biologist from the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) will
be available to answer questions about local game management at two locations:
• Dec. 3: 4-6 p.m., AZGFD regional office, 7200 E. University Drive, Mesa.
• Dec. 4: 6-7:30 p.m., Chasin’ A Dream Outfitters, 612 S. Beeline Highway, Payson.
The public is invited to bring questions and engage in one-on-one conversation
about game management. In addition, hunt recommendations for 2020 and 2021
pronghorn, elk, fall turkey and population management hunts, and for 2021 and 2022
spring turkey hunts, may be discussed.
AZGFD has trust responsibility for managing more than 800 native wildlife species — the most of any inland state — for current and future generations of Arizona
citizens. More information: www.azgfd.com/Hunting/NAM/. n

Proposed Hunt Recommendations
Available For Review
The Arizona Game and Fish Department’s proposed recommendations for
2020 and 2021 pronghorn, elk, fall turkey
and population management hunts, and
for 2021 and 2022 spring turkey hunts,
are available for review at www.azgfd.
gov/huntguidelines.
The hunt structures and recommendations were formulated based on the hunt
guidelines approved by the Arizona Game
and Fish Commission.

Questions, Comments Welcome

All questions or comments about a
particular game management unit or hunt
are welcome by emailing AZHuntGuidelines@azgfd.gov, or by calling any of the
department’s statewide regional offices
and asking to speak to a game management biologist. No formal presentations
are planned.
The proposed hunt recommendations
will be presented to the Commission for
its consideration during a public meet-

ing Dec. 7 at department headquarters,
5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix. The
agenda will be posted at www.azgfd.gov/
commission.
To learn more about the hunt recommendations and hunt guidelines processes, visit www.azgfd.gov/huntguidelines.

Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:
• Diminish Body Fat
Did You Know?
• Improve Muscle Tone
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart• Provide Cardiovascular Activity
to your heart
ment conserves
and protects Arizona’s
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
800+ wildlife species but receives NO Ar• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

izona general fund tax dollars. Contribute

to our on-the-ground
Excellent
for joggers,conservation
runners efforts
at www.AzWildlifeHero.com. n
& marathon trainers wanting
to eliminate unnecessary
stress to joints!

www.AllinOneFitness.net
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! CALL 480-946-7511
In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Arizona’s Kayak Fishing Headquarters
Hobie Kayaks
Sales • Rentals • Rigging
New • Used

LowerGea
r
OUTDOORS
2155 E. University Dr
Tempe • 480-348-8917
www.lowergear.com

Open 7 days
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White Tank Mountain Regional
Park Has New Campground
In 2014, the Maricopa County Parks
and Recreation Department updated
White Tank Mountain Regional Park’s
Master Plan. What was one of the main
features community members were requesting at the park? A small campground
focused on the needs of park visitors who
enjoy camping in tents, their vans, trucks,
and small trailers.
Last month, the park hosted an open
house to unveil the new Willow Campground Area. The campground caters
to the needs of those who are seeking a
more intimate and rustic experience with
nature.
“Last year, the Parks and Recreation
Department identified a 44,550 sq. ft. area
west of Willow Canyon Road for a new
campground,” said Maricopa County Supervisor Clint Hickman, District 4. “The
area had previously been used by the park
for overflow camping and small youth
groups. This area provides the perfect setting for those seeking a more primitive
camping experience.”
Improvements made to the area include the following:
• The addition of four new vehicle
pull-through, five new vehicle back-in,
and eleven walk-in tent semi-developed
campsites; and
• A new shower house, trail connector
to the Mesquite Trail, trailer turn-around
area, welcome signs, additional parking,
and a dishwashing station complete with
hot water.
Each campsite also includes a picnic
table, a fire ring with a bbq grate, and a 12
ft. by 12 ft. level tent pad.
“This is one of the most picturesque

Nonresident OHV
Decal Sales Off
To Strong Start
New decal required for
nonresidents to ride in
Arizona, purchased only
through AZGFD.

John Menard

areas in the park and since we repurposed
an area which had already been developed, we were able to avoid disturbing
another area for this project,” added R.J.
Cardin, Maricopa County Parks and Recreation director. “Also, given the increasing popularity of the park, we’ve reserved
three additional areas for future expansion.”
White Tank Mountain Regional Park is
located at 20304 W. White Tank Moun-

tain Road. The park is located at the very
west end of Olive Avenue.
At approximately 120,000 acres, Maricopa County is home to one of the largest regional park systems in the United
States. The parks are located throughout
the County and are all within a 45-minute drive from downtown Phoenix. For
information about activities at a County
park near you, call (602) 506-2930 ext. 5
or visit www.maricopacountyparks.net n

NAVAJO BRIDGE CLOSURE
On Sunday, Dec. 1 the National Park Service’s Navajo Bridge Interpretive Center near Lees Ferry closed for the season. The Navajo Bridge
Interpretive Center will re-open next spring. The Navajo Bridge Interpretive Center is located on Highway 89A on the west side of Navajo
Bridge, near Lees Ferry, Ariz.

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) reminds seasonal residents and visitors who brought an offhighway vehicle into the state that they
must now purchase an OHV decal prior to
heading out on trails.
The new decal is required under a 2019
law that was supported and carried by the
riding community to allow nonresidents
to lawfully ride within the state while
funding trail maintenance, education and
law enforcement efforts.
Since the nonresident OHV decal went
on sale Sept. 1, nearly 3,000 have been
purchased by residents in 36 states and
Canada. So far data shows the most decals were purchased by users in California, Utah, Nevada and Idaho.
All OHVs designed by the manufacturer primarily for use over unimproved
terrain and that weigh 2,500 pounds or
less are required by law to display a valid
OHV decal to operate on public and state
trust lands. This includes “street legal”
OHVs that meet those two requirements.
Both resident and nonresident OHV
decals cost $25 (plus a processing fee) and
are good for one year from the purchase
date. While the resident OHV decal can
be purchased at any Arizona Department
of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division
office or at www.servicearizona.com, the
nonresident OHV decal can only be purchased online through an Arizona Game
and Fish Department portal account,
which can be created at www.azgfd.gov
by clicking “My Account.”
The decal is not sold at AZGFD offices. Nonresidents with multiple machines
must also purchase additional decals, as
each OHV must have its own decal. Owners should also know the following:
• Decals are not transferable between
OHVs.
• The nonresident OHV decal will be
mailed within two to three weeks from the
OHV, continued on page 17
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maps

and more store
www. maps4u. com
After 35+ years at the same location,
our Phoenix Main Store has moved EAST.
The NEW Store is at
2133 EAST Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85016.
Same phone number 602-279-2323.
You can also visit one of our
Mini-Store locations:

BLOCK FENCE
SPECIALISTS
Toro Construction
602-789-6929
Since 1971

• QUALITY WORK
• ECONOMY PRICES
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• LICNSED (ROC# 57163) - BONDED
• FREE ESTIMATES
• GATE SPECIALISTS

EAST VALLEY 480-348-8917
2155 E University Dr, Tempe, AZ 85281
Inside LowerGear Outdoors

NORTH PHOENIX 602-795-4868
17232 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85032
Inside Lookout Mountain Outdoors

Still on Indian School Road - Now on the eastside between
SR51 and 24th Street on the south side of the street.
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Also located inside Changing Hands Bookstores
and now in Lake Havasu City at Southwest Kayak Center

SERVING THE
ENTIRE VALLEY
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State Parks To Visit This Winter

These Three Favorites Are In
The Warmer Areas Of The State
By Margie Anderson

Winter is the perfect time to visit the
Arizona State Parks that are in the warmer
areas of the state – they are gorgeous, and
it’s the perfect time for a nice long hike,
horseback ride, camping trip, or bike ride.
Here are three of my favorites for this
time of year.

Dead Horse Ranch State Park

You’ve got to admit that Dead Horse
Ranch State Park has a very memorable
name. According to the website, the
Irey’s family came to Arizona from Minnesota looking for a ranch to buy and they
found one with a dead horse lying by the
road. When the family asked the children
which ranch they liked, they replied “the
one with the dead horse” — and the name
stuck.
Winter a good time to visit this beautiful place, because the weather is perfect for hiking, biking, or even fishing.
Normally, entry to the park is $7.00 per
vehicle or $3.00 for an individual or bicycle. There are plenty of places to camp
here, including some awesome little cabins right by the water. Check out their
website for information about fees and
reservations at https://azstateparks.com/
dead-horse/.

The Greenway At Deadhorse Ranch
State Park

Verde River Greenway
The Verde River Greenway State Natural Area is right next to Dead Horse Ranch
State Park, and since it is a natural area
there are no restrooms, campgrounds, or
facilities here by the river. Use the park
as your base for enjoying the gorgeous
hikes along the Verde River. Trails are
soft and easy for the most part, and are
shaded by the big trees that are nourished
by the river. This is truly a beautiful place
to hike, and you can make your hike as
short or as long as you like. Kids will
love these cool trails that follow the river.
There are three large ponds in the
park that are stocked with fish, and you
can catch largemouth bass, channel catfish, bluegill, crappie, and rainbow trout.
There is also some spectacular bird watching around these ponds, and wide gravel
paths surround them and lead to each.
Lot Of Trails
There are lots of trails at Dead Horse
and The Verde River Greenway. Trailheads are located north of the lagoon area
or at the end of Flycatcher road.Our two

Verde River At Deadhorse Ranch
State Park

Treasure Loop Trail At Lost Dutchman State Park

can be a bit chilly in the shade. Bring a
sweater.
Great Photo Opportunities
There are lots of opportunities for great
photos on this trail. The mountains are
simply giant vertical rocks at this point
– pretty spectacular. And here is something you may not know – the Superstition Mountains are actually the end result
of the actions of three supervolcanoes.
Some scientists believe that the Superstitions are actually the plug of an enormous
volcano. However they got there, the Superstitions are beautiful. If you get the
chance to hike there, don’t pass it up.

Deadhorse Ranch State Park

favorite trails are Verde River Greenway,
a 2-mile shared-use trail along the river
which intersects with Quail Wash and Lagoon Trails. The trailhead is located in the
River Day Use area or can be accessed on
the south side of the lagoons.Second is
the RiverfrontTrail, which is a half-mile
trail that runs along the south side of the
Verde River and is perfect for walking.
The trail is accessed from either the south
end of the Dead Horse Ranch State Park
Bridge or from Riverfront Park. You can
also rent horses at the Park, and you might
meet horsemen on your hikes.
To Get There
To get to these lovely places, follow
these directions from the website. Apparently many sites and programs give
wrong information, so copy these down
and use them: From Interstate 17 go west
at Exit 287 (Highway 260 toward Cottonwood). Continue approximately 11 miles
to Main Street in Cottonwood (Hwy 89A)
and turn left. Continue through Cottonwood on Main Street (the street will gradually curve to the left). Turn right (North)
on North 10th Street. You’ll see a brown
information sign for Dead Horse Ranch
State Park before the 10th Street turn.

Treasure Loop Trail At Lost Dutchman State Park

you right up to the roots of the Superstition Mountains. A little side hike will get
you to the Praying Hands rocks. The trail
starts at the Lost Dutchman State Park on
the Apache Trail (Arizona highway 88).
Once you get to the park, pay the entry
fee ($7.00 per car) and follow the road to
the Cholla Day Use Area. The trailhead is
on the north side of the parking lot. There
are restrooms, water and picnic tables in
the Day Use Area.
The Treasure Loop Trail goes steadily
uphill for the first mile or so. It’s a very
gentle slope until it intersects with Jacob’s Cross-cut Trail, and then it’s a little
steeper but nothing major. It’s a gorgeous
hike that takes you straight toward the
Superstitions, and in fact you get above
some of the big rock formations. There
are frequent benches if you need to catch
your breath. If you go early in the day,
you’ll be treated to the sight of the sun
rising over the Superstitions. This also
means that a large part of the trail will
be in the shadow of the mountain, and it

An Easy Hike
The Treasure Loop Trail is an easy
hike. The only difficult parts are the steep
bits and that is only because of loose gravel. Take a hiking stick and you’ll be fine.
We took our dog and so did lots of other
people we saw on the trail. It is a popular
hike, but you’ll still have plenty of time
to yourself. I wrote about the Massacre
Falls Trail a few months ago, and you
should be able to find that story on azbw.
com still. That trail is much longer and is
an out and back that goes steadily uphill
for over five miles. Plan for a day!

Roper Lake State Park

This park near Safford has five miles of
fun trails, plus a lake with a launch ramp
and lots of camping and day use areas.
The Mariah Mesa Trail in particular is
just ¾ of a mile and takes you to a natural
hot spring tub. The other trails connect the
campgrounds and day-use areas together,
but there is also a fun one that is up on a
mesa and gives you great views. I’m not
sure what it’s called, but if you go to the
website you can see a map that shows that
trail in orange marked FL. We had a good
time at Roper Lake just walking around
and bird watching. If you have time, visit
nearby Dankworth Pond as well. n

View From Treasure Loop Trail At
Lost Dutchman State Park

Lost Dutchman State Park

The Superstition Mountains are famous for the legends of gold and tales of
treasure hunters, and they are as beautiful
as they are legendary. There are so many
trails here that it can be hard to make up
your mind which ones to take, but two of
our favorites are the Massacre Falls Trail
and the Treasure Loop Trail. I must admit that I am partial to loop trails. On an
out and back trail you simply go back the
same way you came, and I figure I’ve already seen that! It’s true that you do notice
things coming back that you didn’t notice
on the way out, but I still love loops.
Treasure Loop Trail
The Treasure Loop Trail in the Superstitions is a loop trail that is less than two
and a half miles long in total and takes
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Celebrate The Season At Lees Ferry
Christmas Bird Count
For Kids December 14

The second annual Glen Canyon
Christmas Bird Count for Kids will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 14 at the Lees
Ferry Boat Launch Ramp (8:30 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. Mountain Standard Time). Lees
Ferry is located 42 miles from Page, Arizona via Highway 89 south and Highway
89A west. This event is made possible by
the Glen Canyon Conservancy.
For over a century, thousands of volunteers take part in the National Audubon
Society’s Annual Christmas Bird Count,
the longest running wildlife census to assess the health of bird populations and
to help guide conservation action. In an
effort to teach students about this countrywide endeavor, Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area and Glen Canyon Conservancy invite families with children
ages 8 to 18 to join us for a half-day event.
Scout Will Participate
Each participant will receive a bird
booklet to help them get familiar with
birds, and keep a record and tally of what
they observe in the field. Participants will
break into groups led by local birding enthusiasts and spend two hours discovering and counting birds. Groups will return
to the Lees Ferry Shade Structure for the
Tabulation Celebration to report their
findings.
Glen Canyon Conservancy will provide snacks, water, water bottles and hot
drinks. Martin Tyner from the Southwest
Wildlife Foundation will be on hand to
present his “Wild Birds of Prey” live raptor show. Tyner will cover topics such as
identification, hunting, and nesting behaviors. A golden eagle named “Scout”
will be part of the presentation.

NPS

Raptor Show 2018 Christmas Bird
Count For Kids

Please Remember
An adult must accompany all children.
Participants should wear comfortable hiking shoes, dress in layers, and bring binoculars (if possible). Loaner binoculars
will be available. To register visit https://
www.canyonconservancy.org/christmasbird-count-4-kids. All participants must
print out and present the volunteer waivers found on the registration website.
If the participant is under 18 years of
age, a parent or guardian must complete
and sign fields 26 through 32 on the second page. Registration is limited to 60
participants and pre-registration is required to ensure adequate supplies for all
participants. The park entrance fee provides access to this free event.

Enjoy An Old-West
Christmas At Lees Ferry

The National Park Service invites you
to celebrate an Old West Christmas at
Lees Ferry on Thursday, Dec. 12 from 4
to 7 p.m. Lees Ferry is located 42 miles
from Page, Arizona via Highway 89 south
and Highway 89A west.
Fascinating History
Explore the fascinating history of

NPS

Historic Buildings At Lees Ferry

Lonely Dell Ranch with pioneer crafts
and cowboy carols, stargazing and Navajo astronomy, hot donuts and cider.
The historic buildings at the Lonely Dell
Ranch will be open to tour and decorated
in holiday splendor.
“This is going to be a really fun event,”
said Superintendent William Shott.
“There will be great activities for people
of all ages. This is a family-friendly way
to get in the holiday spirit and also learn
some unique things about our area’s history.”
Christmas Gifts
Visitors are encouraged to dress warm.

Hotels and restaurants in the Marble
Canyon area will be open for business
and offer a quick and affordable holiday
getaway from Page. Glen Canyon Conservancy will also be on-site selling gifts
for Christmas. A portion of the proceeds
will go back to care for our local national
parks. The park entrance fee provides access to this free event. Park in the 14-day
parking lot near the fish cleaning station
and maintenance complex then hop on the
event shuttle.
More information is available on each
park’s website: Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area or Rainbow Bridge National Monument. n

Sandhill Cranes Take Center Stage
HD live-streaming camera offers
viewers a unique experience of migrating
birds.
Sandhill cranes have returned to
southeastern Arizona and the Arizona
Game and Fish Department’s live-streaming camera is again trained on their wintering grounds at Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area.
“Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area has
again sprung to life with thousands of
Sandhill cranes,” AZGFD Watchable
Wildlife Program Manager Jeff Meyers
said, noting that each year sandhill cranes
come as far away as Siberia to winter in
southern Arizona. “It’s a true pleasure to
offer this high-definition camera to bring
an unfiltered view of our state’s wildlife
directly to the public.”

How To Watch

The live stream, which can be viewed
at www.azgfd.gov/sandhillcranes, offers
viewers a glimpse into the wintering habits of up to 14,000 cranes roosting at the
wildlife area. The live stream is offered
through March or early April when the
birds migrate to northern nesting grounds.

Best Time To Watch

The best time to view the birds is a
half-hour before and after sunrise, just
before they leave to feed for the morning
and when they return sometime before
noon. The cranes will typically remain
at the wildlife area for the remainder of

the day, and with the inclusion of infrared
technology, the camera now allows viewers to see the birds at night.
While the department will do its best
to keep the camera focused on the cranes
and other interesting wildlife subjects,
there will be times it isn’t possible due to
the unpredictability of wildlife. Viewers
that don’t see activity when they try the
camera are encouraged to routinely check
back.

About Sandhill Cranes

Worldwide there are 15 species of
cranes scattered across the globe. Two
species of cranes are found in North
America: the endangered whooping crane
and sandhill cranes, which are the most
abundant crane species on the planet.
They are wary birds that shy away
from areas of dense vegetation that may
conceal predators. Cranes prefer to feed
and roost in open areas where potential
danger can be seen from a distance.
The sandhill crane live-stream is supported by the Wildlife Conservation Fund,
which comes from tribal gaming and the
Wildlife Viewing Program. The cameras
are supported in part by public donations.

Other Cameras, Info

Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 228-7733 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com
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To view other live-streaming cameras
or to find information on wildlife viewing
and upcoming events visit www.azgfd.
gov/wildlife and click on “Wildlife Viewing.” n
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Here Are The 2020 Wildlife Calendar Photo Contest Winners
The Arizona Game and Fish Department is excited to announce the winners
of the 2019 wildlife photo contest.Julie
Curtis’s photo of Harris’s antelope squirrels was awarded best in show and will be
showcased on both the cover and in the
calendar issue of Arizona Wildlife Views.
Curtis, of Golden Valley, was preparing to take a photo of a Harris’s antelope
squirrel at the top of a rock when a second one popped up. The surprise addition,
as she describes it, was a combination of
luck and timing.
“Photos like this don’t come along
very often for me,” Curtis says. “When I
saw the photo, I just sat back in my chair
staring at it and knew it was one of my
best so far. Everyone who has a passion
for photography knows what I’m talking
about.”
More than 300 photographers entered this year’s wildlife photo contest.
Twelve winning images are published in
a full-size 2020 wildlife calendar in the
November-December 2019 issue of Arizona Wildlife Views magazine, which is
for sale for $3 at all Arizona Game and
Fish Department offices.

• Bruce Taubert, Glendale: Coues
white-tailed deer
• William Wells, Surprise: Eastern collared lizard
• Patrick Wundrock, Tucson: Pronghorn

Honorable Mentions

More Winners

In addition to Curtis, the other 11 other
winning photographers are as follow:
• Dominic Ambrosino, Surprise: Bobcat
• Timothy Cota, Mesa: Northern leopard frog
• Joshua Esquivel, Sedona: Rufous
hummingbirds
• Darin Guerena, Globe: Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep
• Tom Jones, Phoenix: Harris’s hawk
• Bryan Keil, Gilbert: Gadwall
• Kathleen Reeder, Peoria: Mountain
lion
• Kathy Ritter, Happy Jack: Bison

Given the strength and diversity of
this year’s nearly 750 entries, the judges
singled out 20 images from talented photographers for honorable mention. These
photos also are featured in Arizona Wildlife Views magazine:
• RonnieSue Ambrosino, Surprise:
Hermit thrush
• George L. Ball, Tucson: Gila monster
• Kristin Bendigo, Tucson: Broadbilled hummingbird
• Michael J. Chan, Kingman: Black
bear
• Ken Cook, Casa Grande: Coatimundi
• Ximena Echeverria, Mesa: Canada
geese
• Shane Farmer, Mesa: Mule deer
• Bill Ferris, Flagstaff: Coyote
• Dwight Haigh, Cornville: River otter
• Caroline Horowitz, Chandler: Harris’s antelope squirrel

• Dana Kelley, Tucson: Canyon tree
frog
• Rocky LaRose, Tucson: Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep
• Melinda Kaye Lockhart, Mesa:
Long-tailed weasel
• Thomas Machowicz, Phoenix: Gilded flicker
• Paul Martin, Mesa: Wood duck
• Charles T. Peden, Tucson: American
badger
• Jim Rust, Peoria: Desert bighorn
sheep
• Tam Ryan, Mesa: House finch
• Gary Schafer, Surprise: Gray hawk
• Robert Shupak, Greer: Elegant trogon
The Arizona Game and Fish Department welcomes new subscribers to the
state’s award-winning magazine about
wildlife and outdoor recreation. The regular price is $8.50 for six issues (one year),
but through Dec. 31, subscriptions are on
sale for $7 for seven issues. Orders can
be placed online. Those who subscribe
by Dec. 31 will receive the calendar issue
showcasing this year’s winners and honorable mentions. n

Endangered Mount Graham Red Squirrel Population Sees Growth
Challenges remain as
population recovery
continues following
2017 Frye Fire.

subspecies of red squirrels.

Assisting Recovery

Further complicating its recovery are
long-term impacts to squirrel habitat from
high-intensity wildfires that can reduce
food sources and cover from predators.
There’s also increased competition for
food with non-native Abert’s squirrels
and poor cone crops caused by drought

Arizona’s embattled Mount Graham
red squirrel population grew 4% in 2019,
providing proof that the endangered
squirrel continues its fight back two years
after nearly being wiped out by a devastating wildfire.

— all of which can influence population
estimates.
Biologists continue their research to
explore new methods to help conserve
and protect the species and develop longterm forest management strategies across
the fire-impacted landscape, such as reseeding and planting coniferous trees and
a managed care breeding program.
How You Can Help

Squirrel Numbers Stabilized

The stabilization of the population
over the past year comes after much of
the territorial squirrel’s habitat was severely damaged in 2017 by the Frye Fire
in the Pinaleño Mountains in southeastern
Arizona. In September, the annual survey
found a minimum estimate of 78 squirrels, which is in line with the 75 squirrels
found in 2018.
The annual population estimate is
made by monitoring all known midden
locations for activity. The middens — areas where red squirrels store their spruce,
fir and pinecone cache for the upcoming
winter — are then surveyed every fall by
the Arizona Game and Fish Department,
Coronado National Forest, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Arizona Center for Nature Conservation – Phoenix Zoo, and the
University of Arizona.

Mount Graham Squirrel History

The Mount Graham red squirrel is a
subspecies that can only be found in the
upper elevation conifer forests of the Pinaleño Mountains. The squirrel’s population peaked at about 550 in the late 1990s,
but typically ranged between 200 and 300
before the Frye Fire. The subspecies was
thought to have been extinct in the 1950s,
but was rediscovered decades later and
granted protection under the Endangered
Species Act in 1987.
Its diet consists primarily of conifer
seeds, but also includes insects, mushrooms, bird eggs, nestlings and other
items. Mount Graham red squirrels are
highly territorial and will aggressively defend their middens or food cache. In addition, they have lower reproductive rates
and a shorter average lifespan than other

Tutoring, Editing, Writing
As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both
fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available
online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,
copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic
research at both high school and college levels and can
also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who
need help with resumes, and with both advertising and
proposals.

$25/hour
(4 hour minimum)
Carol Allen
editor@azbw.com

At Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airpot in San Diego,
we want you to enjoy your stay with us.
Our many amenities and extras ensure that you
are comfortable and fully accommodated.

Call today for reservations!

619.223.5544

NEAR SHELTER ISLAND AND POINT LOMA
www.CabrilloInnSD.com

1150 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com

To learn more about how AZGFD
works to conserve and protect the state’s
wildlife, visit www.azgfd.gov. To provide
a contribution to support the department’s
on-the-ground conservation efforts, visit
www.azwildlifehero.com n

Kiokom Touchscreen
Kiosks are a Virtual
Concierge and Provide
Info and Discounts on
the SPOT!!

• Drives Tourism Around the State
• Generates revenue for your business
• Provides your guests with up-to-date
information about your property
• Displays your message 24/7
• Allows you to measure your results daily
• Reaches the community and targets your
demographics
• Allows you to update your message via a
username & password
• Has unique "text me" feature to send your
information to a cell phone with
Hyperlinks for: Business Address, Phone
Number and Website!
• Uses QR Codes to direct visitors to your
website (QR = Quick Response)

KioKom, LLC: P.O. Box 715, Scottsdale, Arizona 85252
(480) 389-4669 • donna@kiokom.com • www.kiokom.com
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Let The Lion ROAR For You
This online-publication
software makes
publishing easy.
By Jim Allen, Publisher
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western OutdoorTimes

It dawned on me today while I was
putting up stories on our website how
much simpler the process has become
since we started using ROAR. ROAR is
online-publication software provided by
Lions Light Corporation.
This is a personal thank you to Dan
and Lea Wilcox from my wife Carol and

has fewer features.

Dan Wilcox Grew Up In The
Newspaper Business
me. I thank them for having taken a task
that was awkward and time consuming
and making it easy. My wife Carol thanks
them for providing a system that works so
she doesn’t have to listen to me grumble
about one that doesn’t.
ROAR has made a process that was
time-consuming and cumbersome easy.
One thing that’s unique about ROAR is
how well it works for small publications
that want a full-featured website. Every
other solution I have seen takes two to
three times longer to maintain and usually

So often when we use software, we are
left at the mercy of “tech” support. This
may be alright if you are a “techie”. I’m
not, and neither are most of the other publishers I know. When I needed help learning the ROAR system or needed questions answered, it was simple. I emailed
or picked up the phone and Dan Wilcox,
the developer of ROAR, answered my
questions.
ROAR is perfect for your newspaper
or the newsletter you are doing, or would
like to do, for your business or organization. Give Dan a call or email him. You’ll

be glad you did. Tell him Jim and Carol
said hello.

Contact Information

Lions Light Corporation
(907) 223-7872
dan@lionslight.com
https://www.lionslight.com/
Lions Light Corporation
27896 N. 92nd Lane, Peoria,
85383

AZ

You’ll Have Much More Time

When you start using ROAR, you will
be amazed at how much better your newspaper or newsletter looks and functions,
and how much more time you have to
handle the rest of your business. n

Here Are Some Ways To Help Pets And Their People
and will know nothing but love for the
rest of her life.
Senior pets are frequently overlooked
in shelters and are at a higher risk of euthanasia, but senior pets have so much
love to give!
•No surprises with size and temperament
•Skip the puppy problems (chewing,
potty training, etc.)
•Calmer behavior
•Previous training

Reasons To Adopt a Senior Pet

Misty was rescued from a backyard
breeder at eight years old. She lived outside in horrific conditions her entire life,
having litter after litter until her breeder

Pick Of The Litter

Earlier this year, we formed a partnership with 98KUPD and Fulton Homes
as part of their “Pick of the Litter” program. Every Friday, John Holmberg
from Holmberg’s Morning Sickness on
98KUPD highlights one of our pets for
adoption, and we waive their adoption fee
for the week!

Paving The Pathway Of Hope
Badger

saw no more use for her and reached out
to us. Luckily we were able to take her
and her three puppies into our care. After some much needed medical treatment,
she found her perfect home with Cody

Mary

WE ARE
VFW POST 3513
AUXILIARY

Donate a brick and share the love:
Leave a legacy on the Pathway of Hope
— the walkway that guides pet lovers
through Lost Our Home’s adoption and
temporary care areas. Fetch your purrmanent place in the shelter, a lasting impression showing your commitment to
helping pets and people in crisis. Reserve
your brick on the Pathway of Hope today!
• $250 (4” x 4” recognition brick)
• $500 (8” x 4” recognition brick)
• $1,000 (12” x 8” recognition brick)

Sia

Renovation Progress

Cat Adoptions

The floors are finished, the CATios are
up, and the new dog kennels are in the
process of being installed. We are so close
to the finish line, we can sniff it!
We are looking for a landscaper and/
or nursery that can help us with the City
of Tempe-required landscaping. If you
know of anyone who may want to help us,
please email jodi@lostourhome.org.
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LOH Home And Phone

Address: 2323 S Hardy Dr, Tempe, AZ
85282
Phone: (602) 445-7387

Lost Our Home
Pet Rescue Sit.
Stay. Brunch
This is a great way to
kick off the holidays and
support the shelter.

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its
own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849

Every Saturday and Sunday are
cat adoptions from 11a.m. to 3 p.m. at
PetSmart (1140 W. Elliot Rd, Tempe, AZ
85284)

Lost Our Home Pet Rescue’s 9th Annual Holiday Champagne Brunch & Auction is set for Sunday, Dec. 8 from 11 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. at the Arizona Grand Resort
and Spa, located at 8000 Arizona Grand
Parkway, Phoenix, Ariz. 85044.
Kick off the holiday season with sparkling champagne, a delicious brunch,
huge silent auction with gifts for everyone’s holiday shopping list, rousing live
auction, hundreds of pet lovers, and inspiring stories. The event raises important
funds for the nonprofit, no-kill shelter located in Tempe, Ariz.
Jan D›Atri and comedian SteVen
Franklin will emcee the event; Letitia Frye
will host the live auction and Lost Our
Home Pet Rescue will present their Pet
Champion Excellence Award to the Banfield Foundation. The award recognizes
a person, organization or company that
has made an extraordinary contribution to

pets in Arizona.
The Brunch is Lost Our Home Pet
Rescue’s major annual event, presented
this year by Arizona’s Vision, Fred and
Jami Pryor Foundation and Titos.
“We have lots to celebrate at this
year’s brunch,” says Jodi Polanski, Lost
Our Home Pet Rescue’s founder and executive director. “For the last 11 years,
we’ve been helping people and saving
pets. Our shelter renovation, completed
this fall, has improved safety and sanitation features throughout, increased capacity so we can help more pets, enhanced
overall quality and comfort for the dogs,
cats and people who enter the shelter and
much more.”
Sponsorships range from $1,000 $10,000. To purchase tickets online and
pre-register for the silent auction visit http://www.lostourhome.org. For additional questions, please contact us at
602-445-7387 or via email at brunch@
lostourhome.org. n
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New Products For The New Year

OHV

Continued from page 12

Have Safe, Dependable Power Abroad

Dock Box, Love
Seat: What’s
The Difference?
Most dock boxes aren’t sturdy enough
to sit on. Nor are they too comfortable.
The Waterside Lounger from Better Way
Products is both. It’s a massive 14 cu. ft.
storage locker that doubles as a love seat,
ideal for a dock, deck, patio or swimming
pool.
The Waterside Lounger is built just
like an offshore boat: heavy-duty fiberglass with a sandwich core construction
and a glossy, UV-resistant gelcoat finish.
Professional-grade gas lifts with stainless
steel latches, a cable stay and a full-length
piano hinge ensure a long service life.
Designed for comfort, the Waterside
Lounger has a lightly angled and divided
backrest. Water drains off the seat thanks
to Better Way Products’ innovative EZ
Drain system.
Externally, the Waterside Lounger
measures 66” L x 24” D x 38” H and 62”
L x 20” D x 20” H, internally. Available
in white, grey and tan, MSRP is $1,219.
Better Way Products is one of the oldest and largest fiberglass manufacturers
in the US. It produces over 30 different
unique dock boxes and steps to fit any
need and complement any décor.
Contact local dealers or Better Way
Products, Inc., 70891 CR 23, New Paris,
IN 46553. 574-538-4037. www.dockbox.
com. n

Boats provide the freedom to explore
distant shores, but owners need to be prepared for shore power connections abroad
that are different from those used in North
America. Internationally-rated systems
from Hubbell Marine are the only CEcertified electrical shore power products
designed for vessels voyaging far from
home.
Using familiar marine styling in a
choice of traditional 316 stainless steel or
white non-metallic construction, Hubbell
offers an array of outlets, connectors and
shore power cords for international use.
These 16A/20A, 30A/32A and 60A/63A,
220-240V/250V systems feature fully
watertight seals, nickel-plated rear enclosures and nickel-plated contact blades for
maximum corrosion resistance.
The innovative design of the connector housing allows it to directly engage

date of purchase, but purchasers can show
their receipt (or a screenshot of it) for up
to 30 days as proof of decal purchase.
• Exemptions from the law include
those participating in OHV special events;
operating on private land; loading or unloading from a vehicle; operating during
an emergency, if directed by a law enforcement officer; or if the OHV displays
a valid dealer license plate.
• Helmets are required by law to be
worn by all operators and passengers under the age of 18, but they’re strongly recommended for everyone.
Prior to the new law, nonresident OHV
owners could ride their machines within
the state for up to 30 days if their machine
had a current OHV decal from their home
state. However, there no longer is a grace
period allowing nonresidents to operate
without an Arizona decal.
Those caught riding without a current
decal can be fined. For more information
visit www.azgfd.gov/OHV. n

the cable to support a secure connection
to the pressure-screw terminals. A unique
thermoset interior resists arcing and heat
build-up, while 16A and 32A models include a clear polycarbonate interior for
easy visual inspection.
Built
to
National
Electrical
Manufacturer›s Association (NEMA)
configurations,
internationally-rated
products are not interchangeable with
US systems. Hubbell does offer internationally-rated pin-and-sleeve devices that
match both North American and international configurations, using a two-pole
plus earth connection. Suggested retail
prices for Hubbell Marine internationallyrated system components start at $59.95.
Contact local dealers or Hubbell Marine Electrical Products, 40 Waterview
Dr., Shelton, CT 06484 USA. 475-8824838. www.hubbell-marine.com. n

BOATUS

Continued from page 7
stand today’s waterway user and ensure
everyone is investing in their future.”
Created in 1950, the Sport Fish Restoration Program follows a “user pays
– public benefit” model of funding that
uses excise taxes paid on boat motors,
motorboat fuel and fishing equipment
to fund boating access sites, fishery and
conservation programs, as well as state
and local boating safety and clean water
programs. The newly-introduced bill will
also extend the authorization of the Sport
Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund
to 2024. n

It is our pleasure from time to time to present to our readers information about new products; however, the articles published in Arizona Boating & Watersports/Western Outdoor Times are for reader interest only and do
not constitute endorsement. Further, we suggest that you check first with local marine, fishing, hunting, and RV
dealers/suppliers to see if they have the products mentioned in our articles. Also, please remember that the prices
given are those that were in effect at press time and may have changed.

Trust Your Arizona Boat Work To

Hale’s Marine Service and Transport
• Assistance With Selling Your Boat
• Boating Accident & Storm Damage
• Boat Pickup & Delivery (All Valley Lakes)
• Bottom Paint
• Canvas & Interior Repair
• Custom Installations

• Electric Boats
• Fiberglass/Aluninum Hull Repair
• Mechanical Repair
• Preventive maintenance(Annual Service)
• Trailer Service
• Transportation (Local & National)

Boat Bro

Go to Hke?
ale

2101 W. Williams Dr., Phoenix
www.halesmarineservices.com

623.879.7236
www.azbw.com • westernoutdoortimes.com • floridaboatingandwatersports.com
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BOAT PARADES

Business
Directory
Boat Transport

Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

Fiberglass Repair
Sun Valley Fiber-Glas, Inc.
480-833-6561
925 South Center
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

Lodging
Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airport
Near Shelter Island in Point Loma
The Fishing Is Here!
619/223-5544
www.cabrilloinnsd.com
1150 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106 U.S.A.

Marinas
Bartlett Lake Marina
NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
www.bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort & Marina
Peoria, AZ
(928) 501-5263
(602) 269-0077
www.pleasantharbor.com NEW

Products
Descale-It Products
Company/Seaspots Gone
(520) 294-5676
info@descale-it.com
www.descale-it.com
4357 South Santa Rita Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85714 U.S.A.

Publications
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257
Rocky Point Times Newspaper
(52) 6383836325
rptimes@prodigy.net.mx
www.rockypointcollectibles.com
P.O. Box 887
Lukeville, AZ 85341 U.S.A.

Radio Shows
Don McDowell
(623) 221-7655
don@shakerattleandtroll.com
www.shakerattleandtroll.com
Glendale, AZ U.S.A.

Repair
Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A.

Swim Platforms
Swim Platforms
Swimplatforms.com
6024318225
www.swimplatforms.com
3220 S. 38th St
Phoenix, AZ 85040 U.S.A.

Continued from page 4
are recommended.
There is no charge to view The 37th
Annual Boat Parade. Plenty of free parking is available at the English Village and
in the parking areas on the island near the
Channel. Plan to get there early as traffic around the London Bridge can become
congested.
Event dates, times and/or details are
subject to change; visit lbycboatparadeoflights.com.

48th Annual San Diego
Bay Parade Of Lights

The San Diego Bay Parade of Lights is
a time-honored holiday tradition brought
to San Diego by the boating community.
Continuing its long-standing San Diego
tradition, the 48th annual San Diego Bay
Parade of Lights promises to dazzle and
entertain bay-front crowds during the
Sunday evenings of Dec. 8 and 15. Participants in this year’s highly anticipated
holiday boat parade will decorate their
boats to fit this year’s theme, which will
be “Comic-Con on the Bay”.
Presented by the Port of San Diego, the
San Diego Bay Parade of Lights brings
more than 100,000 San Diego residents
and visitors to the shores of San Diego
Bay each year. The procession of approximately 80 lavishly decorated boats
has become one of the most iconic events
in the region. There is no cost to view the
parade.
This year, for the 4th time, the parade
will proceed to the pier at Cesar Chavez
Park before making the turn to Coronado,
giving spectators another area to view the
parade. The procession will start at 5:00
p.m. and will follow the predetermined
parade  route.
Whether a participant or spectator, the
Parade of Lights is a festive and delightful
experience for all!

within the Festival with a five-course dinner and variety show!
Advance tickets: Save time when tickets are purchased on-line at RenFestInfo.
com, or save with discount tickets purchased at Fry’s Food stores statewide.
Discount ticket prices are Adult $26.00,
children 5-12 $16.00 purchased at Fry’s
Food stores, children under 5 are always
FREE. Tickets purchased at the Festival
are two dollars more. Senior discount

tickets are $25.00 for those 60 and older,
available only on Festival days at the front
gate ticket booth. Parking is Free courtesy
of Fry’s Food stores.
The Renaissance Festival site is located east of Apache Junction on U.S.

Highway 60, just past Gold Canyon Golf
Resort. (12601 East US Hwy 60) For visitor information call: 520 - 463 - 2700 or
visit RenFestInfo.com HUZZAH! Updated 4/9/19 n

TRADITION

tach the Forest Service tag you received
to show you have purchased a permit.

75, Duncan
Lakeside Ranger District: 2022 W.
White Mtn. Blvd., Lakeside
• Springerville Ranger District: 165 S.
Mountain Ave., Springerville

Continued from page 1
that don’t require permits or tags or specific cutting dates, but that is not the case for
trees from one of these national forests in
Arizona: Tonto, Apache-Sitgreaves, Kaibab, Coconino, and Prescott.

When To Cut

I-Trade
www.valuecardalliance.com

What To Do Then

Kokopelli Trailers
www.kokopellitrailers.com

Web Sites
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
7620 East McKellips Road, Ste 490
Scottsdale, AZ 85257
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Everyone loves a parade, right? A
parade that floats — even better! Each
year, we invite the community to take
part in holiday cheer by gathering on the
shores of Tempe Town Lake to watch a
procession of festively decorated boats of
all shapes and sizes. The 20th Annual
Fantasy of Lights Boat Parade will be
held on Saturday, Dec.14.
Light up the night and be dazzled by
the Valley›s most unique holiday event.
While you are there, grab a bite from the
on-site food vendors, get your holiday
shopping done at the Holiday Market,
take a selfie with Santa Claus, enjoy beer
or wine while watching live entertainment

Continued from page 1

Arizona Trade Exchange
www.arizonatradeexchange.com

trailers

Tempe’s Fantasy Of
Lights Boat Parade

and behold as the waters of Tempe Town
Lake glisten from the crafted parade unit
lights.
Bag checks will be conducted at
all entrances this year. Clear bags are
highly recommended. Please read all of
our Event Rules before arriving.
Live entertainment will begin at 4
p.m. and the parade will kick off promptly
at 7 p.m. Starting at Tempe Town Lake
Marina, the U-shaped parade route travels west and turns right at the light rail
bridge, where they begin to make their
way back east on Tempe Town Lake
along the north shore. To get to the parade, check out Tempe Beach Park›s location, know where to park or explore public transit options.
For more information, visit https://
www.downtowntempe.com/events/boatparade n

HUZZAH

Tree cutting season runs through December 24, Christmas Eve, according to
the United States Department of Agriculture. Because the traditional firs and ponderosa pines are a commodity in Arizona,
it’s a good idea to start your search early.
Pre-Thanksgiving is not too soon.

Trade organizations

Awards Presentation Dinner
The Awards Presentation dinner will
be at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse on Harbor
Island on January 9, 2020 at 6 p.m. The
48th Annual San Diego Bay Parade of
Lights will announce winners of the best
decorated boats at the San Diego Bay
Parade of Lights’ Awards Dinner held at
Tom Ham’s Lighthouse. (Anyone can join
the San Diego Bay Parade of Lights [but
you will need a boat to float upon!])
For more information, visit https://sdparadeoflights.org.

Only firs and ponderosa pines may be
cut from national forests in Arizona. Once
you have your permit, you’ll also have a
map, a tag, and a sheet of facts to help you
with your search. Trees of up to 10 feet
may be cut, but no taller.
It is easier to do the cutting of your
chosen tree with a partner. Have him or
her hold the top as another saws the tree
trunk. A good idea is to catch the tree on
a tarp, thus making it easier to carry and
to protect your car. It is important to at-

How To Get A Permit

The number of permits that go on sale
depends on the forest and the year, but
generally, it’s about 1,000 per National
Forest. They’re available from mid-November and they’re first-come, first-serve.
The cost is around $15 each, but only one
per household is allowed. While some
allow purchase via mail order, others require that you obtain your permit in person, so you may need to pay a visit to one
of the ranger stations.
Tonto National Forest
• Supervisor’s Office: 2324 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix
• Mesa Ranger District: 5140 E. Ingram St., Mesa
• Payson Ranger District: 1009 E.
Highway 260, Payson
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest
• Supervisor’s Office: 30 S. Chiricahua
Dr., Springerville
• Alpine Ranger District: 42634 Hwy.
180/191, Alpine
• Black Mesa Ranger District: 2748 E.
AZ 260, Overgaard
• Clifton Ranger District: 397240 AZ

Kaibab National Forest
• Supervisor’s Office: 800 South 6th
St., Williams
• North Kaibab Ranger District: 430 S.
Main St., Fredonia
• Kaibab Plateau Visitor Center: Hwy.
67 and 89A, Jacob Lake
• Tusayan Ranger District: 176 Lincoln Log Loop, Grand Canyon
• Williams Ranger District: 742 S. Clover Rd., Williams
Coconino National Forest
• Supervisor’s Office: 1824 S. Thompson St., Flagstaff
• Flagstaff Ranger District: 5075 N.
Hwy. 89, Flagstaff
• Blue Ridge Ranger District: 8738
Ranger Rd., Happy Jack
Prescott National Forest
• Bradshaw Ranger District: 344 S.
Cortez St., Prescott
• Chino Valley Ranger District: 735 N.
Hwy. 89, Chino Valley
• Verde Ranger District: 300 E. Hwy.
260, Camp Verde n
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CALENDAR

Continued from page 2
Tempe-style. www.downtowntempe.
com/holiday19

EXPOS/SHOWS

in the West! Quick draw competitions
are open to the public and participants
love to answer questions. Museum
Admission $10/adults $8/Senior or
military $8/children, 5 and under are
free. Includes Pioneer Village and the
Telephone Museum. 623-465-1052 or
https://pioneeraz.org/

WATERSPORTS/
WATER-RELATED

Scottsdale
6-8 — International Off-Road & UTV
Expo – WestWorld of Scottsdale.
Arizona’s original and largest Off-Road &
UTV Expo featuring over 200 exhibitors,
demos, seminars, and industry leaders
from around the USA, Mexico, and
Canada. Showcase of toy haulers, travel
trailers, and trailers, and a new Overland
section. This show has something for
everyone that loves the outdoors,
off-roading, camping, going to the
dunes, overloading, or just wants to see
amazing off-road displays, and vehicles.
Kids under 12 are always free. $20. 480899-6458 or offroadutvexpo.com/

Ongoing — SAGUARO DIVING &
SPORTS: Ongoing — Learn to Scuba
Dive, Open Water Certification Dives,
Private Class & Pool, Private Lake:
sales@saguarosports.com

Frozen

Ongoing — Learn To Curl lessons:
learntocurl@coyotescurling.com

3 — Military Tours – Behind the Big Guns
– Go behind YPG’s gates to learn about
the installation’s history and modernday mission. Base personnel meet the
tour and share facts, ﬁgures and details.
Learn what it’s like with tanks ripping
around and giant booms going oﬀ daily.
$55. www.visityuma.com/tours.html

Phoenix
28 — The Arizona Gunslingers – Pioneer
Living History Museum. The Arizona
Gunslingers take aim at mechanical
targets to see who is the fastest draw

Douglas
14 — Douglas on Ice – Raul Castor Park.
Come meet Santa and ice skate in the
middle of Downtown G. Enjoy games,
food vendors, craft vendors, movies,
and more! This is a free and fun event
for all ages. 10 am – 8 pm. 520-417-7340

Clarkdale

SRT BASS PHOENIX CHAPTER
MEETINGS: Shake, Rattle & Troll BASS
Club; volunteers needed; new members
(boaters and non-boaters), families,
children, friends are welcome; (623)
221-7655

Yuma

6 — Annual Tree Lighting: A Light to
Remember - There is much “Claus” for
celebration. We have added a holidaythemed obstacle course, games, snow,
and a skating rink! A magical time
for children of all ages with holiday
entertainment courtesy of the Sierra
Vista Community Band, a special
appearance by Santa Claus himself
immediately following the tree lighting!
Santa will have a gift for the children
(while supplies last). Cookies and hot
chocolate will warm as the lights and
community fellowship warm our spirits.
www.explorecochise.com/CSV-AnnualTree-Lighting-2019

WILDLIFE/ ANIMAL-RELATED

FISHING

SHOOTING SPORTS/ARCHERY

Sierra Vista

s Maricops
6 — Merry Copa Holiday Festival Copper Sky Regional Park. Merry Copa:
Let It Snow!Enjoy sledding in 50 tons
of snow, ice skating, interactive DJ,
Shoppes, hot air balloon glow, local
talent and caroling, and, of course,
our annual tradition of having our very
own Mayor Christian Price lead our
Christmas Tree lighting countdown. We
will also have a very special visitor stop
by and complete the evening with a
fireworks performance. It’s certainly a
can’t-miss event for the community! 6-9
pm. 520-316-6848 or specialevents@
maricopa-az.gov
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6-28 — The Magical Christmas Journey
– Verde Canyon Railroad. Children with
eagle wings soar through the miniature
Bird’s-Eye Village. Holiday lights, music,
and refreshments. Train ride through
a magic tunnel to the North Pole and
back. Santa boards the train at the
whimsical North Pole Village with gifts
for all of the children. Meet Flurry, a
real bald eagle and Princess Noel,
characters from The Magical Christmas
Journey™ book. $23-45. 5:30 & 7 pm
Thursdays-Sundays. 800-293-7245 or
verdecanyonrr.com/

s Mesa
7-8 — 27th Annual “It’s Feline a Lot Like
Christmas” – Mesa Convention Center.
All breed championship/ household
pet/Feline agility. There are usual
200+ cats competing and 50 cats for
adoption through our rescue. Lots of
vendors, fun contests and awesome
new family members to adopt. Sat 10
am – 5 pm, Sun 9 am – 4 pm. 623-217-

4205 or /www.phxfeline.com/

Stanfield
7-8 — Annual “Joy to the Herd” –
Shamrock Farms. Guided tour, 15 tons
of snow, holiday crafts, face painting,
Santa and the spokescow – Roxie and
more. Reservations and pre-payment
required. $15 for adults and children.
Children under 2 year old are free.
Lunch available for an additional cost.
9 am – 3 pm. 602-477-2462 or www.
shamrockfarms.net/

Gilbert
14 — 11th Annual 12K’s of Christmas® &
Santa’s Pet Village - Freestone District
Park. A unique family celebration,
features Christmas carolers at every K
and in the park, a 12K and 6K run and
a 1.2K for families and kids fun run/
walk, a Christmas Bazaar with handmade items, Santa’s Pet Village with
pet adoptions, inflatables. A portion
of the proceeds support participating
animal rescues. 7:30 am – 12:30 pm.
480-609-3978 or www.12krun.com

Apache Junction
14-15 — Old-Fashioned Christmas
in the Barn Holiday Boutique – Get
into the holiday mood by celebrating
an “Old-Fashioned Christmas” in our
specially decorated Apacheland Barn
and grounds. The perfect opportunity
for last-minute shopping featuring
artists and crafters displaying and
selling their unique handmade items.
Bring dog and cat food or toys to
benefit the Apache Junction Paws and
Claws Center. Admission and parking
are free. 9 am to 4 pm. 480-983-4888
or superstitionmountainmuseum.org/
events

Phoenix
27-31 — 72nd Annual Arizona National
Livestock Show – Arizona State
Fairgrounds. Livestock shows and sales,
Cowboy Classics Western Art & Gear
show, working ranch horse competition,
ranch rodeo, Farm Experience interactive
area for children. www.anls.org/ n
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