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Land Cruising

September 10 Is 
Grandparents’ Day
John and Margie Anderson 

continue to show their 

granddaughters Trinity and 

Emily the wonders of the 

Arizona outdoors/Page 12
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Tackle & Target

NHFD Recognizes 
The Contributions 
To Our Outdoors
September 23 is National 

Hunting and Fishing Day; 

it was established by Con-

gress in 1971/Page 9

A Virtual Visit To The Verdant Verde Valley

ON THE COVER

Oak Creek Wanders 
Through AZ Wonders

From the trickle of a few springs, 
Oak Creek gathers water from the 
southern part of the Mogollon Rim to 

canyon that the creek helped form. 
From Oak Creek Canyon , the creek 
winds through Sedona and begins its 
eight-mile descent into the Verde Val-
ley to meet up with the Verde River. 

Its waters affect, and are affected 
by, visitors to the area, as well as resi-
dents from Flagstaff through the Verde 
Valley. During its journey Oak Creek 

tacular scenic areas in the world, with 
the iconic Cathedral Rock as a stunning 
backdrop for parts of its way. 

Oak Creek is a national wonder 
visited by millions of tourists from 
throughout the world. In Arizona, Oak 
Creek and its canyon are only surpassed 
in the number of visitors by the Grand 
Canyon .

Editor’s Note: Each time we visit 
this gorgeous Arizona area, we are 
moved by its incredible beauty and are 
refreshed physically, mentally, and yes, 
spiritually. 

COMPILED BY CAROL L. ALLEN

For lasting memories, visit the Verde 
Valley – recently named one of the Top 10 
U.S. travel destinations by Lonely Planet. 
Located in the “heart” of Arizona, the Verde 
Valley is ideally situated above the heat of 
the desert and below the cold of Arizona’s 
high country. 

Surrounded by the red rocks of Sedona 

to the northeast and Mingus Mountain to the 
southwest, its low elevation of 3,300’ and 
moderate climate are enjoyed year-round. 
Ancient civilizations, with their unique his-
tory and cultures are also here to explore. 
State parks, historic sites and enticing attrac-
tions offer activities for all ages. 

The Verde River provides opportunities 

for one of the Southwest’s largest concen-
trations of resident and migratory birdlife. 
There is an assortment of hotels, bed and 
breakfasts, RV parks, campgrounds and res-
taurants to choose from. Plan to stay a few 
days; you will need them to see all there is 
throughout the Verde Valley.

A Virtual Paradise
In the heat of an Arizona summer, or in 

the vibrant colors of its fall, or in the gentle 
snows of its winter, there is a valley that 
welcomes visitors year round: the Verde 
Valley. In its embrace are incredible beauty 
and fascinating Southwest history. Here too, 

ing to hiking to exploring to camping and 
more. The Verde Valley is a virtual paradise 
for those who love the outdoors. Following 
are some of the highlights that we have per-
sonally enjoyed as we immersed ourselves 
in the wonders of this area

Camp Verde 
Camp Verde (Yavapai West-

ern Apache: Gambúdih) is a town in Yavapai 
County, Arizona, United States. According 
to the 2010 census, 
the population of 
the city is 10,873. 
The town hosts an 
annual corn festival 
in July, sponsored 
and organized by 
Hauser and Hauser 
Farms. Other an-
nual festivals in-
clude Fort Verde 
Days (October); the 
Pecan, Wine and 
Antiques Festival 
(February); and the 
Crawdad Festival (June).

A highlight to a visit here is the Fort 
Verde Museum. Also a feature of the town is 
the largest Kokopelli ever!

Out Of Africa Wildlife Park
Located in the heart of the Verde Valley, 

the mission of Out of Africa Wildlife Park 
is to create the ultimate animal adventure 
for all ages, one steeped in fun, immersed in 
learning, and inspired by a living and color-
ful world of astonishing wildlife. “We strive 
to foster an appreciation of our planet’s wild 
areas and wondrous inhabitants by support-
ing and promoting conservation awareness 
and action, practicing exemplary animal 
care, providing education and learning expe-
riences, and establishing broad community 
support, through a peaceful and interactive 
relationship with our animal friends, who 
touch our hearts.”

Clarkdale
Clarkdale is a town in Yavapai County. 

The Verde River
does Bitter Creek, an intermittent tributary 
of the river. According to the 2010 census, 
the population of the town was 4,097. Clark-
dale, formerly a mining town, is now largely 
a retirement community with an eye for the 
arts.

Tuzigoot
A highlight near here is Tuzigoot Nation-

al Monument, an ancient hilltop pueblo with 

a nearby visitor center featuring artifacts of 
the Sinaguan Indians.

Verde Canyon Railroad
And, there’s the wonderful Verde Canyon 

Railroad! 

VERDE VALLEY, ARIZONA

This Arizona Treasure 
Offers Beauty, History

See VERDE VALLEY, Page 11

Camp Verde Commanding Offi cer Quarters

Black Leopard “Enoch”

Verde Canyon Railroad

TOMAS CASTELAZO

Montezuma Castle National Monument
Here there are spectacular cliff-dwelling ruins of the Sinagua perople, dating back to the 

12th century and overlooking Beaver Creek. Nearby is the fascinating Montezuma’s Well.

TILLMAN

Giant Kokopelli

JHUGG

Tuzigoot
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 DOWNSTREAMTM

BOATING 
30-10/8 LAKE HAVASU CITY: 36th Annual 
IJSBA World Finals - Crazy Horse Camp-
grounds. Invitation-only event with more than 
750 competitors from more than 30 countries 
who churn the waters at the world’s largest and 
most prestigious personal watercraft race, ven-
dor row, food, beer stands, stadium seating, Pa-
rade of Nations, Pro-Freestyle Expo, free entry 
to spectators. 928-764-2210 ext 615 or https://

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
PRESCOTT: Becoming an Outdoors Woman 
- Camp Friendly Pines. Offers adventure and 
life skills, for women age 18 and older to learn 

ovens, photograph wildlife & a range of out-
door recreation skills, “hawk talks” and nature 
hikes. $270, includes meals, lodging and class-
es. 480-644-0077 or http://www.azwildlife.org

GRAND CANYON: Fee-free day to celebrate 
National Public Lands Day

CLASSES/SEMINARS
AZGFD, CG AUXILIARY, PHOENIX 
POWER SQUADRON BOATING CLASS-
ES: Ongoing  (See page 3 of this issue.)

COMMUNITY 
AND SEASONAL 
(Featuring The Verde 

Valley This issue)

For a complete list of Labor Day events, visit 
http://www.visitarizona.com/events.

8 SEDONA: 2017Red Rocks Music Festival: 
Dueling Divas – Sedona Creative Life Center. 
Dueling piano divas, Andria Fennig and Ash-
ley Snavley in Americana Treasured Master-
pieces with works by Barber, Bernstein, Cop-
land, Gershwin and MacDowell. $25. 7:30 pm. 
602-402-4551 or http://www.redrocksmusic-
festival.com

8-10 JEROME: Jerome Indie Film & Music 

ous locations which include a haunted hilltop 
mine and on a train that travels through the 
majestic Verde canyon, local musicians will 
perform day and night at various venues and 
artists will exhibit and sell their works at our 

documentary, horror, comedy, animation, stu-

val.com/

9 CLARKDALE: Clarkdale’s Concerts in the 
Park: Matchbox Twenty Too - Clarkdale Town 
Park. The Town has implemented a concert ho-
tline that you can call to hear a recorded mes-
sage providing the most up to date information 
including who is scheduled to perform or if the 
concert has been delayed or cancelled due to 
weather conditions. Free. 7 pm. Concert Hot-
line is 928-639-2492 or http://www.clarkdale.
az.gov/concerts_in_the_park.htm

9 CLARKDALE: Summer Starlight Train - 
Verde Canyon Railroad. On select Saturdays 
during the summer months, Verde Canyon 
Railroad travels during the cooler temperatures 
of late afternoon through sunset, twilight and 
starlight, serving up a wide ranging mix of 
light, color and shadow as the Canyon trans-
forms into a moonlit dreamscape. 5:30 pm. 
928-639-0010 or 800-293-7245 or http://www.
verdecanyonrr.com

9 SEDONA: 45th Annual Fiesta Del 
Tlaquepaque - A celebration of Mexican Inde-
pendence Day, food, music, dance and enter-
tainment for young and old , lively mariachis, 
the heart pounding beats of Flamenco dancers, 
and, mouthwatering tastes of Mexico. Free. 11 
am - 5 pm. 928-282-4838 or http://www.tlaq.
com/  

9 SEDONA: Red Rocks Music Festival: 
WorldMusic – Balkan, Klezmer & Jazz – Se-
dona Creative Life Center. Clarinet quintet 
by Ante Grgin, an AZ premiere. Gitarinet: 
Nikola Djurica - clarinet, Mirko Dimitrijevic 
- guitar; David Ehrlich, Anna Kazepides - vio-
lins, Nokuthula Ngwenyama - viola, Jan Simiz 
- cello. $25. 7:30 pm. 602-402-4551 or http://
www.redrocksmusicfestival.com

10 SEDONA: 2017Red Rocks Music Festival: 
Classical Jewels – Sedona Creative Life Cen-
ter. Mozart Clarinet Quintet in A major, K.581  
and Schubert Piano Quintet in A major, D. 667 
-  “Trout” David Ehrlich, Anna Kazepides - vio-
lins, Nokuthula Ngwenyama - viola, Jan Simiz 
- cello, Michael Kazepides - double bass, Te-
resa Ehrlich - piano, Nikola Djurica - clarinet. 
$25. 2 pm. 602-402-4551 or http://www.re-
drocksmusicfestival.com

15-17 SEDONA: Oak Creek Arts & Crafts 
Shows – Village of Oak Creek. Located on 
scenic Hwy 179, the Gateway to Sedona. Take 
home your own personal piece of the South-
west. Free. 9 am – 6 pm. 760-985-7773 or 
http://www.oakcreekartsandcraftsshows.com  

16 SEDONA: Red Rocks Star Party – Red 
Rocks State Park. Join the Astronomers of 
Verde Valley as they present the celestial hap-
penings of the sky. The program is limited to 
75 participants. A $5 per person reservation fee 
is required for this program, in addition to the 
park’s regular entry fees on the day of the pro-
gram. Call for reservations. Light refreshments 
(drinks, snacks) will be provided. 7 pm. 928-
282-6907 or https://azstateparks.com/red-rock/

16 SEDONA: 2017Red Rocks Music Festival: 

http://www.trifamilyracing.com/

16  SHOW LOW: 22nd Annual Tri in the 
Pines – Triathlon features 625 yard swim at 
the Family Aquatic Center, 12.3 mile bike ride 
on Show Low city streets and a 3.5 mile run 
on paved multi-use trail in the Show Low City 
Park. Youth triathlon features 175 yard swim at 
the Show Low Family Aquatic Center, 4 mile 

with a 1 mile run in Show Low City Park. 928-
532-4140 or http://showlowaz.gov/175/Adult-
Tri-in-the-Pines   

17 TEMPE: 12th Annual Life Time Tri Tem-
pe – Tempe Bach Park. Compete in either the 
sprint, international, paratriathlete or relay 
waves (both sprint and international relay op-
tions available), Olympic (swim 1500m / bike 
25 Mi / run 10K) Triathlon; Sprint (swim 750m 
/ bike 12.4 Mi / run 5K) Triathlon. 6:30 am. 
480-299-1203 or http://www.tempetri.com/

WILDLIFE/
ANIMAL-RELATED

PORTAL: Monsoon Birding and Natural 
History Tour - Southwestern Research Sta-
tion. Chiricahua Mountains, and surround-
ing areas, this tour, in addition to birds, will 

and fauna as a result of the summer monsoon 
rains, many plants and insects can only be 
seen during this time of year. 520-558-2396 or 
http://research.amnh.org/swrs/visitor/package-
tours

19 PINETOP/LAKESIDE: Legend of the 
Great American Jaguar in Arizona – White 
Mountain Wildlife & Nature Center. Occa-
sionally seen in southern Arizona today, the 
jaguar’s range once included the White Moun-
tains. The Northern Jaguar Project’s presen-
tation will detail this cat’s history and status. 
Free. 10 am. 928-358-3069 or http://www.
wmnature.org  

30-11/19 PHOENIX: 
– Desert Botanical Garden. Mighty monarch 

bringing friends! The exhibit invites visitors 
to take a closer look at the insects that care 
for and protect our desert environment. From 
pollinators to predators, insects have amazing 
powers and play a variety of roles in the desert. 
Become a plant protector to support and help 

am – 5 pm. http://dbg.org

Tempest to the Silver Age – Sedona Creative 
Life Center. Tempest to the Silver Age” - 
World-acclaimed pianist, Mikhail Yanovitsky. 
Works by Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms and 
Scriabin. $25. 7:30 pm. 602-402-4551 or 
http://www.redrocksmusicfestival.com

22-24 SEDONA: Oak Creek Arts & Crafts 
Shows – Village of Oak Creek. Located on 
scenic Hwy 179, the Gateway to Sedona, take 
home your own personal piece of the South-
west, free, 9 am – 6 pm, 760-985-7773 or 
http://www.oakcreekartsandcraftsshows.com  

23-24 SEDONA: 9th Annual Sedona Wine-
Fest 2017 – Historic Posse Grounds Park. 
This two-day wine festival celebrates the wine 
growing industry of Arizona and will feature 
great wines from the Verde Valley, Prescott & 
the Southern Arizona Regions, enjoy Sedona 
cuisine, live music, vendors, an exclusive Pre-
mium wine area, enjoy the breathtaking pan-
oramic views of the majestic red rocks. 11 
am – 5 pm. 928-284-8657 or http://www.se-
donawinefest.com/

30 COTTONWOOD: 29th Annual Verde 
River Day - Dead Horse Ranch State Park, de-
velop awareness of the importance of the Verde 
River, 40+ environmental exhibits, hands-on 
activities, live entertainment, sand castle build-

lagoon, nature walks. $6 per vehicle/4 adults. 9 
am - 3 pm. 928-634-7593 or http://verderiver-
day.com/ 

FISHING 

SRT BASS PHOENIX CHAPTER MEET-
INGS: Ongoing — Shake, Rattle & Troll 
BASS Club; volunteers needed; new members 
(boaters and non-boaters), families, children, 
friends are welcome; (623) 221-7655

SHOOTING 
SPORTS/ARCHERY

BEN AVERY CLAY TARGET CENTER: 
Ongoing — Open seven days a week; (623) 
434-8119 

WATERSPORTS 
Diving
Ongoing — SAGUARO DIVING & 
SPORTS:  Learn to Scuba Dive, Open Water 

vate Lake: sales@saguarosports.com
Frozen

Ongoing — LEARN TO CURL LESSONS: 
learntocurl@coyotescurling.com

Swimming
PEORIA: The Sports Authority Tribute to 
the First Responders Adult & Youth Spring 
Triathlon & Duathlon - Sunrise Pool. In-
cludes a mini tri: 225yd swim, 6 mi bike, 1.5 
mi run; Maxi tri: 625yd swim, 12 mi bike, 
3 mi run; Maxi tri plus: 625yd swim, 12 mi 
bike, 3 mi run; Maxi du adults: 1.5 run, 9 mi 
bike, 1.5 mi run; Youth tri: 100yd swim, 3 mi 
bike, .5mi run; two or three person Maxi Tri. 

September 4

LABOR DAY
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Our waterways are ready, but are YOU? Brush up on your boating
skills by taking one of the many Boating Safety Education classes

or take one online at www.azgfd.gov/boating.

October 2017

             Host                  Date and Time                           Location                                         Cost                  Registration

Arizona Game               October 21              Arizona Game & Fish Headquarters
& Fish Department       9 a.m.  - 4 p.m.       5000 W. Carefree Hwy.                                         $0                  (623) 236-7219
                                                                    Phoenix

Arizona Game               October 21              Apex Arms Facility – Green Bldg.
& Fish Department       9 a.m.  - 4 p.m.       2176 McCulloch Blvd. N. Suite 8                          $0                  (623) 236-7219
                                                                    Lake Havasu City

Coast Guard                 October 21              Bell American Plaza
Auxiliary Flotilla            8 a.m.  - 4 p.m.       7121 W. Bell Road                                               $30                 (928) 310-4603
10-07                                                           Glendale

Coast Guard                 October 21              Bass Pro Shops
Auxiliary Flotilla            9 a.m.  - 5 p.m.       1133 N. Dobson Road                                         $30                 (510) 386-2356
10-08                                                           Mesa

Coast Guard                 October 21              Century Marine
Auxiliary Flotilla            9 a.m.  - 5 p.m.       3302 E. Main Street                                             $25                 (602) 550-8655
10-11                                                           Mesa

September 2017

             Host                  Date and Time                           Location                                         Cost                  Registration

Arizona Game               September 16         Apex Arms Facility – Green Bldg.
& Fish Department       9 a.m.  - 4 p.m.       2176 McCulloch Blvd. N. Suite 8                          $0                  (623) 236-7219
                                                                    Lake Havasu City

Coast Guard                 September 16         Bass Pro Shops
Auxiliary Flotilla            9 a.m.  - 5 p.m.       1133 N. Dobson Road                                         $30                 (510) 386-2356
10-08                                                           Mesa

Coast Guard                 September 16         Century Marine
Auxiliary Flotilla            9 a.m.  - 5 p.m.       3302 E. Main Street                                             $25                 (602) 550-8655
10-11                                                           Mesa

Coast Guard                 September 23         Bell American Plaza
Auxiliary Flotilla            8 a.m.  - 4 p.m.       7121 W. Bell Road                                               $30                 (928) 310-4603
10-07                                                           Glendale

Get access to the latest news, 
inside stories and videos from the 

Arizona Game and Fish Department on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/azgafd.

Want more? Catch us on Twitter and Instagram @azgfd!

12-16

The Game and Fish online watercraft registration system allows you to renew your registration and have immediate use

of your watercraft. Visit: www.azgfd.gov/boating. You can also renew your registration by mail or in person at any Game

and Fish office.
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Boating and watercraft regulation 
changes aimed at increasing customer 
service and public safety on Arizona’s 
waterways went into effect Saturday, 
Aug. 5.

The Arizona Game and Fish Com-
mission approved the amendments to the 
state’s Article 5 rules, which outline boat-
ing and water sports regulations and fees, 
at its April 7 meeting. The Governor’s 
Regulatory Review Council approved the 
proposed changes on June 6.

The changes were recommended as 

of the Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s administrative rules. 

Among The Changes

and allows a watercraft agent to issue a 

used watercraft. 

rent or lease personally registered water-
craft, unless the watercraft is registered 
as a livery business. A placard must be 

leased that displays the business name 
and telephone number. 

-
-

tor ensures an observer is watching if a 

person is being towed behind the water-

watercraft. 
-

ing a person from a vessel’s swim plat-
form. 

-
tify the owner/lienholder that they have 

days of obtaining the information from 

the department. 
-

sible for the towing and storage of a wa-
tercraft illegally moored. 

Fee Changes Also 
Going into Effect

-

years. For more information on boat-
ing in Arizona or to sign up for a safety 
course, visit www.azgfd.gov/boating. 

Boating And Water Sports Regulations, Fee Changes Now In Effect

the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
warns boating and off-highway vehicle 

for those who aren’t prepared.

Storm Severity Varies
The severity of monsoon storms varies 

greatly from a minor dust storm to a vio-
lent thunderstorm capable of producing 

-
ing.

Recent storms brought high winds, 
thunderstorms and rough water to the 

made multiple water rescues in mid July. 
Two paddle boarders were rescued, 

the water by a severe thunderstorm; one 
-

by ambulance to a local hospital and was 
released after treatment. 

At about the same time, three juveniles 
-
-

veniles was rescued by a family member, 

-
riod, 

injuries. 

multiple instances of property damage — 
-

coming partially submerged, and damage 
was incurred to numerous other boats.

Time To Get Off

for outdoor recreation and activities. But 
whether you’re out on a boat or riding an 

-
eryone must pay attention to,” said Josh 

-
ordinator for the Arizona Game and Fish 

or storms are appearing nearby, it’s a good 
time to safely get off of the water or riding 
trails and move indoors.” 

Recent Storms Serve As Reminders 
For All Boaters And OHV Operators
They highlight the need to be aware of 
your surroundings and use caution as 
weather conditions can change quickly. 

Tips For Safety
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

-
tion programs offer users the following 
tips to protect themselves and passengers 
especially during the monsoon season:

When on a boat or personal watercraft:

on the water. Storms can create large 

the boat.

use a weather radio for updates from the 

predicted or are building, pull your boat 
out of the water or consider postponing 
your outing.

Secure all gear above and below 

electrical and ungrounded components, 
and remain as low in the boat as possible.

maintain headway and steering.
Turn on your navigation lights.

ride it out in open water rather than try 
to approach the shore in heavy wind and 
waves.

Boats should head the bow into the 

-
rectly into the waves. 

When on an OHV: 
Always wear proper safety gear, in-

cluding a helmet, eye protection, long 

gloves. 

See STORMS, Page 5

Drowning Of Couple At Lake 
Havasu Is A Sad Reminder Of 
The Importance Of Life Jackets
reminder that everyone — regardless of 

on the water. Although Arizona requires 

is underway, everyone should wear a life 

A Sad Story

-

jumped from a boat in an area near Crazy 

They were seen struggling in the water, 
-

ing under and not resurfacing.

-
-

geles County deputy sheriffs administered 

-
nardino County, Calif., Sheriff’s Depart-

dead.

remains under investigation and alcohol 
may have been a factor.

The Statistics

drowning was the reported cause of death 
-

AZGFD

See LIFE JACKETS, Page 5

The changes aim to increase 
customer service and public safety.
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Boating

 Arizona Kayak Fishing HQ
 Hobie & Native Watercraft Kayaks
 Backpacking & Camping Gear
 Hunt Unit, BLM & Topo Maps
 New, Used & Rentals

Tempe:  2155 E. University (SW Corner University & 101) 480-348-8917
Lake Havasu:  423 English Village (Under the Bridge) 928-680-9257

www.lowergear.com

FOCUS ON BOATING — Secretary Zinke was part of a coalition of outdoor recreation 
industry associations that met with him to highlight the economic importance of outdoor prod-
ucts and the enjoyment they bring American families. R to L) BoatUS Manager of Government 
Affairs David Kennedy, BoatUS Government Affairs Program Coordinator Morgan Neuhoff, 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke, BoatUS Vice President of Government Affairs Chris 
Edmonston.

Carefully seek shelter indoors as 
storms are developing or are nearby.

Never cross running water. While it 
may look shallow, it may be deep enough 
that it could push the vehicle downstream 
or you may get stuck in loose sediment. 

Drive slowly to not lose control on 
muddied trails. 

To avoid being struck by lightning, 

or other tall objects and standing bodies 
of water. 

zones. 
For more information on boating in 

Arizona, visit www.azgfd.gov/boating. 
For more information on riding an OHV 
in Arizona, visit www.azgfd.gov/OHV.

STORMS
Continued from page 4

talities in 2016 and that 83 percent of 
those who drowned were not wearing life 
jackets.

“Wearing a life jacket is a critical and 
simple step that people can take in order 
to stay safe when out on the water,” said 
Josh Hoffman, boating safety education 
coordinator for the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department. “Don’t just keep life 
jackets onboard for everyone — take the 
next step and wear them.”

Safety First
The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-

ment recommends that watercraft op-
erators and their passengers take a free 
boating safety course in Phoenix or Lake 
Havasu City to learn the information and 
tips needed to stay safe while on the water.

For more information on boating safe-
ty or to register for a hands-on or online 
safety course, visit www.azgfd.com/Edu-
cation/Boating. 

LIFE JACKETS
Continued from page 4

US Secretary Of Interior Zinke 
Speaks On Boating Access, 
Infrastructure On Federal Lands

Just as outdoor enthusiasts enjoy fed-
eral lands, recreational boaters need ac-
cess to federal waters. Access, however, 
can be threatened due to aging marina 
infrastructure, lack of funds for ramp and 
dock maintenance, or government will. 

The Department of Interior oversees 
-

cluding the national parks. Boat Owners 
Association of The United States (Boa-
tUS) was eager to sit down with U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke yes-
terday at an event in Washington to dis-
cuss his agency’s support for maintaining 
boating infrastructure and growing access 
to federal waters.

Economic Importance
The Secretary’s interview with Boa-

tUS was part of a coalition of outdoor rec-
reation industry associations that met with 
him to highlight the economic importance 
of outdoor products and the enjoyment 
they bring American families. These in-
clude boats, recreational vehicles, off-

hunting gear that generate $887 billion 
per year in economic activity and provide 
an estimated 7.6 million direct jobs.

As the nation’s largest advocacy, ser-
vices and safety group, BoatUS supports 
the recreational boating industry and be-
lieves improvements to federal boating-
access sites and addressing the Depart-
ment of Interior’s deferred maintenance 
backlog will improve recreational boating 
opportunities for the nation’s 11.8 million 

boat owners.

Expanded Access
In speaking to BoatUS, Secretary Zin-

ke made clear his advocacy for expanded 
access to federal public lands and waters 
and improving infrastructure at many of 
the aging facilities. “Pressure to use our 
public lands will continue to grow, and 
many of our facilities consist of Eisen-
hower-era infrastructure,” Zinke said. 
“We have a $11.5 billion maintenance 
and repair backlog at our public parks. We 
need to look at reinvesting in our public 
lands.”

Speaking on the boating-access issue, 
Secretary Zinke said he’s “looking to not 
only maintain it, but enhance it. … Public 
access via water provides an opportunity 
for improving infrastructure, from main-
taining moorings to repairing docks. It’s 

amount of improvement.”
He promised, “Fixing the backlog of 

maintenance items will be a priority in 
upcoming budgets. … We are going to 
catch up on infrastructure, restore trust 
and show Americans we can be good 
stewards of our public lands. Revenue 
from user fees, including contracts with 
private concessionaires should offset the 
cost of maintaining facilities. If we work 
together, everybody wins.”

Ways To Improve Experience
The Department of Interior will also 

look at ways to improve the experience 

at parks, noting Wi-Fi access and air-
conditioned buildings are amenities that 
today’s park visitors ask for. “We’re go-
ing to adapt to what Americans want. Our 
citizens deserve the best uses of our pub-
lic lands,” he said. “In the past, the an-
swer has been ‘no.’ Our answer should be, 
‘How do we get to yes?’”

The Secretary also used the day’s 
events to announce the formation of 
an advisory committee consisting of 
outdoor-industry members assigned to 
nurture public-private partnerships that 
he believes can provide the resources to 

-
ence” to enjoy. He stressed, “This is not 
privatizing our national parks. No one is 
more passionate about our public lands, 
and I am adamant against selling our pub-
lic lands.”

In a related boating topic, Secretary 

Zinke, whose wife owns a 38-foot pow-
erboat, also noted that boating presents 
“a unique challenge” when it comes to 
invasive species, which he said is “a real 
problem” but stressed the need for the 
right strategies to combat the threat.

Addressing The Needs
Said BoatUS Manager of Government 

Affairs David Kennedy, “Boaters need 
well-maintained, safe and modern boat-
ing amenities in good condition. We look 
forward to the Secretary’s help to address 
these needs with public-private partner-
ships. 

needed private investment — some of the 

were the early and now historic lodges 
built by the railroads. Well-managed ac-
cess can be good for boaters, the federal 
government and for local economies. If 
you build it, they do come.”Monster Storm Poker Run Rolling Into Havasu

Another high-performance boat 
“storm” is rolling onto Lake Havasu when 
Monster Storm hits the shores of the Nau-
tical Beachfront Resort from Oct. 12-14. 
Storm Poker Runs is organizing its 8th 
annual Monster Storm, formerly known 
as Monster Bash. The Halloween-themed 
Poker Run is teaming up with the popular 
online boating forum, River Dave’s Place 
(RDP), to simultaneously celebrate the 
10th anniversary RDP Regatta.

Monster Storm Reinventing
Storm Poker Runs is reinventing Mon-

ster Storm to enhance spectator access to 
event activities, such as meeting industry 
icons like Bob Teague, owner of Teague 
Custom Marine, and Win Farnsworth, 
owner of the “Low Altitude” turbine 50-

foot Mystic boat. 
Additionally, the public is invited to 

wear costumes to the awards and after-
parties, both of which will be held at the 
Nautical (participants only at drivers’ 
meetings and Saturday dinner party). 
Spectators are also invited to shop the 
vendor and sponsor booths that will be 
on display at the Nautical throughout the 
weekend, as well as watch the Monster 
Storm and RDP Regatta participants raft-
up for an aerial photo! 

To stay up-to-date on information and 
announcements, check StormPokerRun.

com or Storm Poker Run social media 
pages: facebook.com/StormPokerRuns or 
instagram.com/StomPokerRuns.

Qualified Boaters 
Can Participate

All boaters who meet the insurance 
and registration requirements can partici-
pate in Monster Storm Poker Run. There 
is no boat speed or size requirement for 
the event. Cash prizes will be awarded to 
the three highest hands and the three best 
costume contest winners. To register for 
Monster Storm, go to www.StormPoker-
Run.com and click the Monster Storm tab 
to download the registration forms.

See POKER RUN, Page 19
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REGATTA RESURGENCE — Eliminator 
Boats hosted their regatta on Lake Havasu 
in June. Lake Havasu City is seeing a re-
surgence in regattas this summer and fall 
since the economy has recovered.

LEARN VIA PHONE — BoatUS’ How-to 
videos are easy to watch.

Day On The Lake Set For Sept. 7-9
“The Day on the Lake program is the 

only adapted water sports program for 
those with physical and neurological 
disabilities offered in Arizona. Summer 
2016 marked our 20th year of helping 
people who suffer from a neurological 
disability ride the waves at one of the 
most accessible waterside facilities in 
Arizona.’ —Bartlett Lake Marina

Barrow And Bartlett Partner
This incredibly valuable event, 

which is held twice a year, celebrated its 
20th anniversary in June. The September 
is the second one in 2017. The cost is 
$50.00 per day for all activities and 
includes a t-shirt. Day on the Lake is 
a joint project of Barrow Neurological 
Institutes and Bartlett Lake Marina.

Getting There
Day on the Lake takes place at Bartlett 

Lake Marina, 20808 E Bartlett Dam Rd., 
Rio Verde, Arizona 85263. Transporta-

served basis on Friday, Sept. 8 from the 

following partners:
The Ability360 Center
E-mail: Danielm@ability360.org

Arizona Spinal Cord Injury Asso-
ciation

E-mail: Guillermo@azspinal.org

Regattas Begin 
Lake Havasu 
Resurgence
resurgence in summer regattas is return-
ing to the shores of Lake Havasu. 

“It’s picking up,” said Todd Taylor, 
owner of Jokers Wild Productions, who 
assists with the regattas. “We peaked with 
22 regattas a year before the economy 
started to plunge in 2007 and 2008. Al-
though we’re not back to that level yet, 
we’re starting to see interest again, and 
this summer we’ve had the most regattas 
on the schedule in nearly a decade.”

Regattas Cater To Participants
Typically, regattas cater more to par-

ticipants rather than spectators, accord-
ing to Taylor. Eliminator Boats and Ultra 
Custom Boats each hosted their own re-
gattas in June. In addition to boat manu-
facturers’ regattas, a new regatta organiz-
er coordinated an inaugural Tunnel and 

Friends Regatta, in June, that welcomed 
all tunnel-hull boats, in addition to any 
boat that was fewer than 26-feet. 

Regattas Welcomed Back
As the fall temperatures begin to set 

in, Havasu will welcome back regattas for 
DCB Performance Boats, Campbell Boat, 
and Tilly Marine regattas, in addition to 
a planned new Avalon High Performance 
Pontoon Regatta. 

“We are really focused on trying to 

BoatUS Summer 
Boating How-To 
‘Film Festival’ 
Is Now Available
Available now are15 new 

What are the common boating tasks 
that drive boat owners to ask for help? 
Editors at BoatUS Magazine, the trusted 
voice of American boating, compiled a 
list of the top topics and announced the 
kickoff of a “BoatUS Summer How-to 
Film Festival” today with the release of 
15 short, easily-watchable videos.

“We’re calling the video release a sum-

with a how-to focus, are organized in 
one simple place to view, and are easy to 
watch outdoors,” added BoatUS Maga-
zine associate editor Charles Fort.

Said BoatUS Magazine Associate 
Editor, Mark Corke, “The topics chosen 
come from decades of BoatUS member 
requests. These are the practical things 
that most trailer-boat owners want to 
know.”

Titles range from launching your boat 
solo and changing a prop to backing a 
boat trailer down the ramp, changing a 
bilge-pump switch, and troubleshooting 
trailer lights. Most are just two or three 
minutes long. Breakout the popcorn and 
check out the videos at YouTube.com/
BoatUS.

See REGATTAS, Page 19
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CURT AND CRAPPIE — Curt Rambo can 
even teach a kid to catch crappie.

    

  
                    

 
           

             

&

ARIZONA LAKES,  
ARIZONA PROS: CURT RAMBO 

Curt Rambo 
Is The 
Crappie Expert
BY MARGIE ANDERSON

 

-

-

Some Advice

Wait For The Graph

-
-

See RAMBO, Page 19

You’ll Catch Memories At These Top-Five 
Family Camping And Fishing Spots For Summer
FROM AZGFD

  

-

-

-

5. Kaibab Lake

-

Directions: Located less than 2 miles 
from downtown Show Low, off Old Lin-
den Road. Access Old Linden Road ei-
ther from U.S. Route 60 in town or at its 
western end from State Route 260.  See a 
Google map. 

4. Show Low Lake 
(And Show Low Creek)

-

Directions: From Show Low, take 
Show Low Road southeast one mile from 
Highway 260.  See a Google map. 

-
-

-

Directions: From Phoenix, take High-
way 87 (Beeline Highway) northeast to 
Payson and then Highway 260 East to 
Forest Road 300 (Rim Road). Then turn 
north onto paved Forest Road 105 and 
proceed about a mile to the lake. The lake 
is about 30 miles east of Payson. See a 
Google map. 

1. Big Lake

-
-

3. Fool Hollow Lake

-

-

-

-

Directions: Fool Hollow Lake Recre-
ation Area is located in east-central Ari-
zona, two miles north of US 60 off High-
way 260 in Show Low. See a Google map. 

2. Woods Canyon Lake

See CAMPING, Page 19
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WATER LEVELS ARE HIGHEST IN YEARS AT  
ARIZONA’S BOATING PARADISE!ARIZONA’S BOATING PARADISE!

 

 
 

602.977.7170

Roosevelt Lake
Marina

188

188
88

N

Roosevelt Lake Marina has private covered & uncovered wet slips; secure covered & uncovered lakeside 
dry storage for boats of all sizes; short term guest slip rentals; boat & Kayak rentals; and much more! 

Shop Here For Tactical 
Clothing That Works For 
Concealed And Every-Day Carry

BY JOHN ANDERSON

In an earlier article I discussed the pros 
and cons of wearing clothing that is obvi-
ously tactical in nature — the olive green 
or camo BDU pants, combat boots, etc. 
Those send a signal to even a casual ob-
server that you may be armed or at least 
need to be watched. 

But there are plenty of tactical clothes 
that don’t stand out but still give you plen-
ty of places to stash your gear where it is 
easily accessible, whether that is a gun or 
just your usual EDC (Every Day Carry) 
gear.

EDC Gear Is Individual
EDC gear is as individual as the per-

son who carries it. As a writer, I carry a 
waterproof notebook, a Ruger pen (tac-
tical without looking tactical), a fold-
ing pocket knife sharp enough to touch 
up pencil points, keys, phone, etc. An 
engineer might need a great calculator; 
a teacher would want to have still other 
things handy. For women, toting around 
EDC gear is easy —  they simply carry a 
purse. And although man bags are gaining 
popularity, a lot of guys still don’t want 
to carry one around, just because it’s one 
more thing to have to keep track of. 

For Freedom Of Movement
Messenger bags and briefcases can be 

substituted, if you don’t mind carrying 
one around all the time, and they have the 
advantage of being roomy enough to car-
ry some basic small survival gear as well. 

But for freedom of movement you 
can’t beat pants, vests, and jackets with 
plenty of pockets. What you wear will de-
pend a great deal on the climate you live 
it. Here in the desert of central Arizona, 
I’d stick out like a sore thumb if I wore a 
vest and/or jacket all the time. But I can 
wear simple cotton cargo pants without 
raising any eyebrows. Such pants have a 
lot of storage room, but they can also start 
to look a bit strange if you’ve really got 
those side pockets stuffed with gear.

Stretch Jeans Are A Great Idea
Whenever I’m shopping, I keep an 

eye out for pants that would make con-
cealed and EDC easy. Recently I found 
some great stretch jeans at Costco with 
good, deep pockets — deep enough for a 
pocket pistol. Keys, knife, etc. go in the 
left pocket, gun in the right. Back pocket 
for wallet. 

Since these jeans stretch, they’re per-
fect for an inside-the-waist-band holster 
if you don’t pocket carry, and then that 

See CLOTHING, Page 17

Women’s 5.11 Stryke Pants

Different Choices In Men’s Pants

SCOTTeVEST — Men’s Jacket Showing 
Location Of Interior Pockets

SCOTTeVEST — Women’s Jacket Show-
ing Location Of Interior Pockets

SCOTTeVEST — Men’s Pants Showing Lo-
cation Of Interior Pockets
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Take Someone Hunting, Fishing, Or Target Shooting

Join Richard Childress, honorary chair 
for National Hunting and Fishing Day, in 
creating the next generation of conserva-
tionists.

National Hunting and Fishing Day 
(NHF Day), an annual celebration of 
hunters and anglers, features a new twist 
this year. Richard Childress, NASCAR 
legend and honorary chair for NHF Day, 
is asking hunters and anglers to partici-
pate in the new NHF Day Challenge by 

shooting.

You Could Win
By pledging to introduce someone to 

the outdoors between now and NHF Day 
on Saturday, Sept. 23, participants will be 
eligible to win a Richard Childress Rac-
ing VIP race-weekend package or the Ul-
timate Outdoor Experience in America’s 
Conservation Capital from Big Cedar 
Lodge and Johnny Morris’ Wonders of 
Wildlife National Museum and Aquari-
um.

“If you are a sportsman, sportswoman 
or an angler, you can make a difference 
and support National Hunting and Fish-
ing Day by becoming a mentor,” said 
Childress. “Mentoring is critical to ensure 
our outdoor tradition lives on through fu-
ture generations. Make the commitment 
to take someone outdoors and show them 

shooting.”

Treasure Moments
For millions of Americans, time spent 

and family together and provides one of 
the most immersive outdoor experiences 
possible.

“Today fewer people are connecting 

said Childress. “As outdoorsmen and 
women, we are one of the keys to revers-
ing this trend. Help a friend, family mem-
ber, neighbor or co-worker learn how to 

to the joys of the outdoors not only en-
riches their life, it creates a future conser-
vationist.”

Helping Conservation
Each new hunter and angler created 

helps fund conservation. Every time 

contribute to habitat conservation and sci-
ence-based wildlife management through 
the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 
(WSFR) program. 

The WSFR is the cornerstone of 

America because it brings funding from 

dustries and sportsmen and women back 
to state wildlife management agencies. 
These monies, in addition to hunting and 

tion.

Two Amazing Prize Packages
Those who pledge to take someone 

entered for a chance to win two amazing 
prize packages.

es to a future NASCAR race, which in-
cludes pit and garage passes, garage and 

team hauler tours, and an opportunity to 
meet team owner Richard Childress.

The second grand prize package is a 
trip to America’s Conservation Capital: 
Missouri’s Ozark Mountains. A passion 
of Bass Pro Shops founder and Ozarks 
native Johnny Morris, the destination 
spans multiple properties and thousands 
of unspoiled acres, making it the ultimate 
destination for anyone who loves the out-
doors.

Included In The Prizes
The package includes a two-night 

stay in a log cabin at Big Cedar Lodge, 
America’s premier wilderness resort, and 
nature-based excursions including guided 

Lake; Adventure Passes for the Lost Can-
yon Cave and Nature Trail and Ancient 
Ozarks Natural History Museum at Top 
of the Rock; shotgun sports at Bass Pro 
Shops’ Outdoor Shooting Academy; and 
passes to Johnny Morris’ Wonders of 
Wildlife National Museum and Aquari-
um, the largest, most immersive wildlife 
attraction in the world, opening Sept, 21, 

How To Get Involved
To get involved in the NHF Day Chal-

1162.

Enter for chance to 
win NASCAR or 
Ultimate Outdoor 
Experience.

Learn Shooting Sports And Other Outdoor Skills

The Becoming an Outdoors-Woman 

marksmanship, and learn the proper way 

handguns? There’s a class on the range, 
one to learn proper maintenance, and you 

day requirements for the Arizona hunter 

The workshop introduces women 18 
and older to outdoors skills in an enjoy-
able, non-threatening environment with 
expert instructors. Classes are held during 

tying and motivational speakers. Other 
classes offered include horsemanship, 
geocaching, wilderness medicine, birding 

es for participants to choose from.
To earn the Arizona hunter education 

day requirements and written exam will 
be completed at the BOW workshop.

Participants stay in rustic cabins, but 
there are showers and bathrooms in each 
cabin. One great thing about this camp is 
that a woman can try a new sport with-
out buying all of the equipment. The only 
thing the participant needs to bring is her 
personal stuff, a good attitude and a will-
ingness to learn.

The venue is Friendly Pines Camp lo-
cated just south of Prescott in the Brad-
shaw Mountains. The program is spon-
sored by the Arizona Wildlife Federation 
with support from the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department.

‘Becoming An Outdoors Woman’ workshop Class materials, food and lodging are 

more information, a schedule of classes 
and a registration form visit azwildlife.
org. The Arizona Wildlife Federation can 

wildlife.org. 

GREAT TROLLING TIME — Jacob 
Sparks, St. George, Utah, had a great time 
trolling for smallmouth in southern Lake 
Powell. Smallmouth are hitting lures well 
again after taking some time off during the 
fi rst part of  August.

LAKE POWELL FISH REPORT

There’s Still Lots 
Of Catching Here
BY WAYNE GUSTAVESON 
HTTP://WWW.WAYNESWORDS.COM

Lake Powell is still warm on the sur-

sporadically lakewide and smallmouth 

Here are the details.  Striped bass are 
boiling over the length of the lake. Boils 
are larger and last longer from the mouth 
of the San Juan to Hite. It is common to 

face and feed on shad for extended peri-
ods occurring both morning, mid day and 
evening. 

When stripers are actively feeding 
on top, it is possible for anglers to stay 
within casting range of the schools as they 
pop up and down often.  Sometimes they 
come up out of range but other times they 

See FISH REPORT, Page 17
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www.shakerattleandtroll.com

FISHING    HUNTING    CONSERVATION    POLITICS    VETERANS

LISTEN 
NOW 

CLEAN CATCH — For tournament anglers, 
keeping their catch alive means avoiding 
point deductions and potential loss of a 
trophy. Pro Fisherman Kyle Weisenburger 
uses Iosso Products’ Live Well Cleaner be-
fore an event. It safety removes stains and 
algae, and keep his wells fresh and odor-
free.

MID-AUG. AZGFD FISHING REPORT 

Grab A License And Go Catching
Tip Of The Week

Jim Goughnour of Rim Country Cus-
tom Rods is reminding anglers that with 
the new moon phase approaching, an-

or after sunset should verify the weather 

Monsoon storms can happen suddenly 

    
The Reel Deal

Don’t forget to try the Dead Horse 

Take The NHF Day 
Challenge, Win Prizes

National Hunting and Fishing Day 

hunters and anglers, features a new twist 

legend and honorary chair for NHF Day, 

age or the Ultimate Outdoor Experience 

To get involved in the NHF Day Chal-

Catch Of The Week

Bear Canyon Lake

Stocking Reports

Rainbow Trout

Catfi sh

Previous, Recent Stockings
Rainbow Trout

Save Time; Buy Online

serve all species of wildlife, not to men-

NEW PRODUCTS

Premium-Quality Dock Box Holds Three 7’ Rods

UV-resistant, it features a smooth, 

hasp are all rust-resis-
tant, and attached with 

made with a rugged sand-
wich core construction for 

that securely hold and provide ready ac-

IOSSO Keeps 
Live Wells 
Sparkling 
And Clean
catch alive means avoiding point deduc-

Cleaner is environmentally-friendly and 

is added to the live well water, circulated 

ings are widely used in the marine, RV, 

UV-resistant, it features a smooth, 

made with a rugged sand-
wich core construction for 
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Cornville

-

-

-

‘Sedona Cabin’

The Grasshopper Grill

Cottonwood

-

Jerome

-

-

-

Page Springs

-

Page Springs Fish Hatchery

-
-

-
-
-

-

-
-

Verde Valley Wine Trail

-

-
-

Lo Lo Mai Springs

-

-

-

-

Sedona
-
-
-

Beautiful Red Rocks

-

Some History
-

-

-
-
-

-

Editor’s Note: There is so much more 
history of the Native American people’s 
presence in this area. It is fascinating to 
research.

-

-

More Recently
-
-

VERDE VALLEY
Continued from page 1

JEROME — Site of the United Verde open pit in 2013. The rock walls of the pit are 1.75 billion 
years old. Mining at this location ceased in 1953.

Grasshopper Grill

Largemouth bass are one of the species raised 
at the Page Springs hatchery.

Lo Lo Mai  Springs Cabin

One Of Page Springs’ Vineyards

Sedona’s Cathedral Rock At Red Rock Cross-
ing

Sedona’s Tlaquepaque District

Lo  Lo Mai Springs Campground
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Our Proprietary Technology

(Cars, Boats, Trucks, ATVs, Motorcycles, generators... all need TVT GREEN)

For REAL Performance RESULTS - 
OPTIMIZE your Engines with TVT GREEN

use online
coupon code 
“AZBW” 

to get 
FREE Shipping 

on orders 
over $50

EVERY DAY IS 

Grandparents’ Day

When we found out that our son and 

baby, I quit my job so I could stay home 
and take care of her. Since the day she 
was born, Trinity has been the joy of my 
life. Then, three years later, Emily joined 
us, and brought us even more joy. 

We started taking Trinity on hikes and 

to go with us. I’ll never forget the trip to 
Pinetop where Trinity and Grandpa and I 
hiked around every lake in the area, visit-
ed the Ranger Station (where she received 
a bag full of fun stuff about Smokey the 
Bear and conservation), and played at the 
playground at one of the lakes. Trinity 
found a bird’s leg bone at Scotts Reser-
voir, and she still has it — 16 years later!

Kachina Trail
We have taken the girls all over Arizo-

na, and we’ve had some great adventures 
together. We particularly love to hike the 
trails on the San Francisco Peaks in the 
summer. Kachina trail is our favorite, and 
we started hiking it when they were very 
young, so we didn’t get far. It’s an out-
and-back trail, and when they were little, 
they spent a lot of the time on the trail 
playing on the boulders and logs. 

Since the whole point of being on the 

hike together was to have fun, we never 
minded sitting around watching them 
play in the forest. Every year we’d get 
a little further down the trail, and even 
though we’ve been on that trail countless 
times, they still want to do Kachina every 
time we’re in Flagstaff. 

It’s a great trail for kids and grand-

nice and even, following the contour of 
the mountain without a lot of climbing 
or rough spots. It’s always cool and gor-
geous there, no matter how hot it is in the 
valley.

Aspen Loop Trail
Another great hike for grandparents 

and kids is the Aspen Loop Trail. It’s 

We also like the trail to Alfa Fia Tank. It’s 
not marked, but if you drive toward the 
Snowbowl, when you see a place with a 
sign that says Aspen Corner, park across 
the street from it. There is a very well-

used trail that leads to a water tank called 
Alfa Fia and beyond. It’s a pretty easy 
trail and there are some big boulders off 
to the right of the trail right near the be-
ginning, and it’s a custom for us to take a 

Also, there are some big boulders in 
the middle of the trail that are just far 
enough apart for the kids to stand on with 
a foot on each rock, and we always take a 
photo there, too. 

Making Memories
When we hike those trails now, the 

girls keep up a running commentary of 
“remember that time….?”. Such as, “re-
member that time that dog named Emma 
left her people and hiked with us and we 
threw sticks in the water for her to fetch?” 
“Remember that time there were all those 
little caterpillars and we rescued them 
out of the puddles?” “Remember that 
time we saw those deer that were almost 
close enough to touch, and they didn’t run 
away?” Making memories like that with 
our granddaughters is the reason we love 
to take them with us.

Research, Read Re: Hikes
I do a lot of research and read all I can 

we can still get surprised. Our girls love 
to climb boulders, so when I read about 
some big boulders and cliffs at Buffalo 
Park in Flagstaff, I knew we had to go 
there. We followed the directions and 

Sunday, Sept. 10 is Grandparents’ Day, and this 
year, we salute Margie and John Anderson who 
have shared the wonders of outdoors with their 
granddaughters for over two decades.

BY MARGIE ANDERSON

On Our Favorite Trail: Kachina Trail Behind Little America: A Great Play Place For Kids

Emma, The Dog, Plays ‘Fetch Sticks’ At Alfa Fia Tank

Boulders Near Trail Start To Alfa Fia Tank

found the cliffs, but to our surprise, we 
also found a swing someone had hung 
from a big tree, and they girls had a blast 
taking turns on that swing.

Day Trip Drives
Often we just take a day trip and drive 

to some cool little town for breakfast or 
lunch. Jerome is a favorite. One Monday 
we drove to Bagdad, but the one restaurant 
in town was closed that day, so we went 
to Granite Basin Lake near Prescott. On 

Trinity Below The Dam At Granite Basin 
Lake

Emily Below The Dam At Granite Basin 
Lake

the way, we walked out to the duck rock 
off the road and got some great pics of the 
girls on top of the duck. It’s big boulders 
painted white with an orange beak. 

Then at Granite Basin we walked 
down below the dam, and because of the 
recent rains, the water was coming over 
the top just enough to make a shimmer of 
water down the black wall and create a 
mist. They had a blast getting photos. 

Now that they are older, they love to 
SnapChat, Instagram, and Facebook our 
adventures. They’ve been to countless 
lakes, rivers, and streams in Arizona, and 
they have loved every one of them.

Tombstone: Fantastic For Kids
Tombstone is a fantastic place to take 

kids. We took our granddaughters there 
a couple of years ago, and I thought that 
they would like Bisbee better because of 
the shops and restaurants, but they loved 
Tombstone. 

We did all the touristy stuff — saw the 

See GRANDPARENTS, Page 13
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Get Fit for the Outdoors
Get fit with KJ Boots, they’re fun for the whole family.

PROVEN TO:
• Diminish Body Fat
• Improve Muscle Tone
• Provide Cardiovascular Activity to your heart
• Stimulate your lymphatic system, increasing your metabolism
• 80% reduced impact to your feet, knees, hips & lower back

www.AllinOneFitness.net

In partnership with www.SaveYourJointsAmerica.com

Excellent for joggers, runners 
& marathon trainers  wanting 

to eliminate unnecessary 
stress to joints!

Visit our website at

Don’t throw
e-waste away.
Bring it to us!
e-waste away.

4202 E Elwood St., Suite 12, Phoenix AZ 85040

We recycle ALL used Electronics - Call (602) 314 6061 to schedule a pickup

shootout, sat and drank pop in the bar, had 
coffee at a western café — and they abso-
lutely loved it. They enjoyed Bisbee too, 
but they really had a great time in Tomb-
stone.

Great Adventures
We’ve had some real adventures. The 

I was too chicken to go in, but the girls 
and Grandpa went all the way to the end. 
The next time I went in, but I must admit 

be in. 
We’ve also taken the tour of the Bisbee 

Queen Mine, which was a lot of fun. You 
get to wear mining hats and vests and ride 
a little train that you sit on like a horse. 
The girls loved it.

‘It Was A Blast!’
This past summer we took them to 

to Safford for the night. In the morning 
we took old Highway 666 (now 191) to 
Eager, stopping on the way to hike down 

-
press Tree. 

We stayed in a great place in Spring-

Wenima Wildlife areas, played pool, then 
hiked some trails near Greer. After spend-
ing the night in Payson, we hiked the Wa-
ter Wheel trail then had breakfast in Pay-
son and went on home. It was an 832 mile 
trip and it was a blast!  

If Grandkids Are Young —
If your grandkids are very young, 

America in Flagstaff. There is a one-mile 
trail behind the hotel with plenty of places 
to stop and play on the rocks and even see 
some prairie dogs if you’re lucky. 

The Flagstaff Arboretum is another 
great place to take kids, with nice paths in 
the arboretum, programs where they can 
see animals, and some nice easy trails in 
the forest around the place. There’s even 

Hikes Get Better And Better
It’s hard for me to believe it, but our 

grandbabies will be 21 and 18 this year! 
They still love our trips and we still love 
to hike together, and the hikes just get bet-
ter and better. Red Mountain near Flag-
staff is a new favorite. 

They even take their friends hiking 
now, and they are seasoned travelers. We 
have a map of the state hanging in our of-

-
ited, and it’s getting pretty crowded. It’s 
still a big deal to them to put new pins in 

when we get home, and every year I go 

book showing highlights of their year. 

pore over those books and relive the 
memories. It’s so much fun! 

Memories To Last A Lifetime
-

vival, and woodcraft skills, stamina for 
the long haul, and memories that will last 
a lifetime. As for me and John, spending 
most of our time with our granddaughters 

I can’t imagine my life without my 
granddaughters — I always tell John that 
I’m convinced that God created me to be 
a grandma, because it’s what I love the 
most, and what I do best. 

Hopefully we’ll have many more years 
of hiking adventures with our grand-Trinity And Emily On The Petroglyyph Trail 

At Lyman Lake State Park
Trinity And Emily At World’s Largest Ari-
zona Cypress Tree

GRANDPARENTS
Continued from page 12

Margie, Emily, Trinity At The Chiricahuas

See GRANDPARENTS, Page 17
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TripleWall Productions specialize in outdoor video 
production as well as all your video-production needs.

“We pride ourselves in the quality of our videography 
and editing. We are all avid outdoor enthusiasts 

with backgrounds in fishing, hunting, mountain and 
technical rescue. We understand the outdoors.”

Contact Mike Wallace at (480) 442-1731 or triplewallproductions@gmail.com

After unprecedented storms rocked 
Lake Pleasant, Pleasant Harbor Marina 
is open for business and ready to host 
thousands of visitors over the upcoming 
holiday weekend (or any weekend for that 
matter). Enjoying a chance to cool off, yet 
staying close to home, makes Lake Pleas-
ant the perfect destination for Labor Day 
(or any time).  

Pleasant Harbor Marina and RV Resort 
(www.pleasantharbor.com) is open to the 
public 365 days a year, and features Dil-
lon’s Bayou, boating, sailing and Jet Ski 
rentals, kayaks, paddle boards, and hydro 

with 253 full hookup spaces and unlimit-
ed dry camping opportunities — featuring 
a clubhouse, convenience store, heated 
pool and Jacuzzi. Not to mention, Pleas-
ant Harbor always has all kinds of family 
friendly activities available.  

And, Phoenicians, Pleasant Harbor is 
the closest entry to Lake Pleasant. And, 
for many, that means less than an hour 
drive.  

The Perfect Labor Day 
Weekend Schedule

Editor’s Note: This does not have to 
be limited to the Labor Day weekend. Any 
time (and any weekend) is a great time to 
come to this wonderful destination. Here, 
though, is a sample of the kind of getaway 
you and your family and friends might 
want to put on your schedule.

Friday
6:00 p.m. Leave Home – Depart 

for Lake Pleasant
7:00 p.m.  Arrive at Lake Pleasant 

and set-up camp (Pleasant Harbor RV Re-
sort)

7:45 p.m. Dinner (Dillon’s Bayou 
Restaurant)

9:00 p.m. Night Swim (Pleasant 
Harbor RV Park Swimming Pool) 

Saturday
8:00 a.m. Breakfast (campsite) 
10:00 a.m.  Paddle Boarding (Go 

Paddle AZ)
12:00 p.m. Lunch (BBQ at the 

Lake)
2:00 p.m. Jet Ski (Pleasant Har-

bor Boat Rentals)
4:00 p.m. Cornhole (Pleasant 

Harbor R/V Resort)
6:30 p.m. Dinner (Campsite)
8:00 p.m. Live Entertainment 

(Dillon’s Bayou)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. Breakfast (campsite) 
9:00 a.m. Kayaking (Go Paddle 

AZ)
10:00 a.m.  Wa t e r  S k i i n g  (  

Pleasant Harbor Marina)
1:00 p.m. Lunch and Labor Day 

Fun (Pleasant Harbor Marina)
4:00 p.m. Cool Off - Swimming 

Pool (Pleasant Harbor R/V Resort)
5:30 p.m. Dinner Boat Cruise w/ 

Come To A Perfect Destination Now (Or Any Time)
Live Music (Lake Pleasant Cruises) 

Monday (if you have a long weekend)
8:00 a.m.  Breakfast (campsite)

board or bike — available at Pleasant 
Harbor Boat Rentals)

12:30 p.m.  Lunch (Dillon’s Bay-
ou)  

3:00 p.m. Depart Pleasant Harbor 
4:00 p.m. Arrive Home
(***Events are suggested activities 

and subject to change based on operator 
availability)

“Although any time of year at Pleas-
ant Harbor Marina is a perfect getaway, 
Labor Day is especially fun,” said Glen 
Vortherms, general manager of Maricopa 
Water District (MWD), owner and opera-
tor of Pleasant Harbor. “After the long, 
hot summer, being on the lake is a great 
place to relax.”

From the Phoenix area, Pleasant Har-
bor is the closest destination and entrance 
to Lake Pleasant, conveniently located off 
Carefree Highway and 87thAvenue (8708 
W. Harbor Boulevard, Peoria, AZ 85383).  
Visitors exiting I-17, travel west on Care-
free Highway, or take North 99th Avenue/
North Lake Pleasant Parkway from Bell 
Road to Carefree Highway and then west 
to 87th Avenue and then onto Harbor 
Boulevard.  Pleasant Harbor admission 
fee is $6.00 per vehicle.      

“We have all kinds of great ways to 
cool off at the Marina,” said Chad Case, 
Pleasant Harbor marina manager. “And 
for many living in the Phoenix area, we 
are a very short drive.”  

For more information about camping 
reservations, boat slip rentals and/or La-
bor Day activities, visit Pleasant Harbor 
RV Resort and Marina at visit www.pleas-
antharbor.com or call the Pleasant Harbor 

RV Park at 800-475-3272 or the Pleasant 
Harbor Marina at 928-501-5270.   

Pleasant Harbor (Lake Pleasant) 
Recreational Opportunities

www.pleasanthar-
bor.com 

-
pleasantcruises.com

www.gopad-
dleaz.com

http://
boats4rent.com/lake-pleasant/ 

http://www.pleasantharborsales.com 
www.gosailaz.com 

lakepleasantsailing.com 

More About Lake Pleasant
Pleasant Harbor is located on the 

southeastern shores of Lake Pleasant, 
conveniently adjacent to the metropoli-
tan Phoenix area and open to the public 
365 days a year.  The full service marina, 
features Dillon’s Bayou, a lakeside res-
taurant, boat and slip rentals, as well as 

and sail boat rentals, as well as R/V and 
boat sales.  

Additionally, The Phoenix, a 150 pas-
senger boat cruise provides tours of ma-
jestic Lake Pleasant.  Pleasant Harbor is 
also home to an RV Resort with 253 sites 
with a variety of amenities including club 
house, pool and Jacuzzi, bocce ball, bas-

facilities, showers, convenience store and 
picnic grounds.

 For more information about Pleasant 
Harbor RV Resort and Marina, visit www.
pleasantharbor.com or call the Pleasant 

County Parks Bring 
Back Free Camping Offer

Beginning October 1, Maricopa Coun-
ty’s Parks and Recreation Department will 
bring back the Buy One, Get One cam-
paign!  The campaign allows park visitors 
who pay the camping fee for one night, or 
more, at a desert mountain county park to 
receive one night of equal or lesser value 
for free at any of the county’s desert parks 
during that same stay. 

“We take a lot of pride in our park sys-
tem because it showcases so beautifully 
what’s unique about living in the desert 
southwest,” said Chairman Denny Bar-
ney, Maricopa County Board of Supervi-
sors, District 1.  “I know a lot of fami-
lies are excited for the summer camping 
season, and I think the Buy One, Get One 
promotion is a great way to encourage 
people to unplug and get out in nature for 
a few days.”

To Receive The Free Night
To receive the free night, park visitors 

must contact the park they are planning to 
stay at either by phone or in person. The 
promotion will be applied to stays booked 
between October 1 and November 10, 
2017. Reservations booked online or be-
fore the August 1st launch of the cam-
paign are not eligible. 

“While this promotion is not valid for 
reservations made online, I’d like to re-
mind park visitors that they can still book 
their spring visit up to six months prior to 
arrival via the reservation system. 

“The system allows visitors to take 
virtual tours of the campsites, view 

favorite spots from the comfort of their 
home computers and laptops. Online 
reservations may be made at www.mari-

copacountyparks.org,” said R.J. Cardin, 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation 
director.

Participating Parks 
Cave Creek Regional Park — Locat-

ed north of Phoenix, this park offers the 
illusion of being miles away from civili-
zation. The campground has 38 individual 
developed campsites. Reservations may 
be booked by calling (623) 465-0431. 

Estrella Mountain Regional Park — 
Located near the meeting of the Gila and 
Agua Fria Rivers in the southwest Valley, 
the park includes a large wetland area. 
The park also offers seven developed 
campsites.  Reservations may be booked 
by calling (623) 932-3811. 

McDowell Mountain Regional Park 
— Nestled in the lower Verde River basin, 
this park is a desert jewel in the northeast 
Valley. This park has 76 developed camp-
sites that are perfect for RV or tent camp-
ing. Reservations may be booked by call-
ing (480) 471-0173.

Usery Mountain Regional Park — 
Located on the Valley’s east side, this 
park is located at the western end of the 

-
to National Forest. The park offers 74 in-

See DESTINATION, Page 18

See FREE CAMPING, Page 18
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• Drives Tourism Around the State
• Generates revenue for your business
• Provides your guests with up-to-date 

information about your property
• Displays your message 24/7
• Allows you to measure your results daily
• Reaches the community and targets your 

demographics
• Allows you to update your message via a 

username & password
• Has unique "text me" feature to send your 

information to a cell phone with 
Hyperlinks for: Business Address, Phone 
Number and Website!

• Uses QR Codes to direct visitors to your 
website (QR = Quick Response)

KioKom, LLC: P.O. Box 715, Scottsdale, Arizona 85252
(480) 389-4669 • donna@kiokom.com • www.kiokom.com

NEAR SHELTER ISLAND AND POINT LOMA
www.CabrilloInnSD.com

1150 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92106 

Call today for reservations!
619.223.5544

Bat Aid
BAT AID — The Arizona 
Game and Fish Depart-
ment (AZGFD) was awarded 
$12,440 in grant funding from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS) to help protect the state’s 28 species of bats from white-nose 
syndrome, a deadly fungal disease. Funds issued by the FWS were part of $1 million 
in grants to 37 states to help combat the disease that has killed millions of bats in recent 
years nationwide. In Arizona, the funding will be used to research whether the fungus is 
impacting our own bat populations. For more information on Arizona’s bats, visit www.
azgfd.gov and search for “living with bats.”

KIDNAPPED — An approximately three-
day-old deer fawn “kidnapped” from the 
wild near Salome will now be forced to a 
life in captivity.

AZGFD Takes Possession Of Newborn Fawn ‘Kidnapped’ From Wild

An approximately three-day-old deer 
fawn “kidnapped” from the wild near Sa-
lome will now be forced to a life in cap-
tivity.

In August, the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department took possession of the days-
old fawn after learning an unknown man 
took it from the wild, then stopped off at 
the local bar to show the patrons. A short 

possession of the fawn.
“This truly is an unfortunate situation 

for this deer fawn. Instead of living a life 
in the wild, it must now remain in captiv-
ity due to the irresponsible actions of one 
person,” said Mike Demlong, AZGFD 
Wildlife Education program manager. 
“The fawn is healthy, but requires feeding 
every three to four hours, which is time 
consuming and costly in the long run. 
The Department will keep the fawn for a 
few days to ensure it is healthy and feed-
ing well, and then it will be transferred to 
wildlife sanctuary in Arizona.”

The fawn will eventually be trans-
ferred to Keepers of the Wild Nature Park 
near Kingman.

The public is also invited to help name 
the fawn by visiting the AZGFD Face-
book page by leaving a comment or on 
Instagram .

To help defray rising costs of caring 
for Arizona’s wildlife, AZGFD recently 
began its “Be a Hero for Wildlife” dona-
tion campaign to give the public an op-
portunity  to support its efforts to treat 

wildlife by texting CRITTER to 41444 
from any smartphone.

“Unfortunately, the department does 
not receive any state general fund dollars, 
including funds to provide long-term care 
for captive wildlife. That’s what makes 
donations that much more important,” 
Demlong said.

Funding raised through the “Be a hero 
for Wildlife” text-campaign will be used 
to care for the sick, injured, orphaned and 

-
life Center, in addition to the many non-
releaseable animal ambassadors — such 
as a great-horned owl, golden eagle, des-
ert tortoises and prairie dogs — that are 
used in educational outreach statewide.

In addition to donations, the public 
can also help keep wildlife wild by leav-
ing baby wildlife alone. Young wildlife is 
rarely abandoned so there is often little 
reason to “rescue it.” One or both of its 
parents is likely nearby searching for food 
and will return.

Baby birds and bunnies are the most 

Those wishing to help care for an animal 
can text ‘CRITTER’ to 41444 to donate.  

common wildlife species misguidedly re-
moved from the wild by the public. Young 
birds that have fallen from the nest can be 
placed back in the nest or as close as pos-

should be left alone or moved nearby out 
of harm’s way.

situation should contact one of the De-
partment’s licensed wildlife rehabilita-
tors listed on the department’s website at: 
www.azgfd.com/wildlife/urbanrehab/ or 

Fifty Desert Tortoises Need Forever Homes
A brutal round with a dog resulted in 

an amputated leg, but Tripod the three-
legged desert tortoise is ready for a new 
home.

The surgery was conducted at the Ari-
zona Exotic Animal Hospital and since 
then, “Tripod” — as he is affectionately 
known — has recovered at the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department Wildlife Cen-
ter, where he and 50 other desert tortoises 
are in desperate need of a forever home.

“When this tortoise was brought into 
the veterinary clinic, the damage was so 
severe that its left front leg needed to 
be immediately amputated,” said Tegan 

Wolf, AZGFD Tortoise Adoption Pro-
gram coordinator. “Tripod has since re-
covered nicely and gets around perfectly 

While Tripod is between 30 and 50 
years old, dozens of other desert tortoises 
eligible for adoption vary in age and size. 
Arizona residents interested in providing 
an adoptive home to a desert tortoise can 

with general information at www.azgfd.
gov/tortoise.

Those applying to adopt a tortoise will 
be contacted by the department once their 
application is approved.

Adopters need to have a securely en-
closed yard or separate enclosure in their 
yard, free from potential hazards such as 

-
closed area must include an appropriate 
shelter for the tortoise to escape Arizona’s 
extreme summer and winter temperatures.

All of the desert tortoises eligible for 
adoption are given health exams before 
going to their new homes.

Desert tortoises offer a unique alterna-
tive to more traditional family pets and 
can teach many of the same life lessons 
to children, including responsibility, com-
passion and commitment. Contrary to 
many assumptions, desert tortoises can 
be interactive and provide companionship 
without as many demands as a cat or dog.

Leg injury led to now-adopted ‘Tripod’s’amputation, but dozens still need homes.

NEED HOMES — Although Tripod, 
above, has been adopted, many other des-
ert tortoises are in need of forever homes.
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maps and more store

®

www.maps4u.com
After 35+ years at the same location,

our Phoenix Main Store has moved EAST.
The NEW Store is at

2133 EAST Indian School Rd, Phoenix, 85016.
Same phone number 602-279-2323.

Still on Indian School Road - Now on the eastside between
SR51 and 24th Street on the south side of the street.

You can also visit one of our
Mini-Store locations:
EAST VALLEY 480-348-8917
2155 E University Dr, Tempe, AZ 85281

Inside LowerGear Outdoors

NORTH PHOENIX 602-795-4868
17232 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85032

Inside Lookout Mountain Outdoors

Also located inside Changing Hands Bookstores
and now in Lake Havasu City at Southwest Kayak Center

   

WAFWA.

CONGRATULATIONS! — AZGFD 
award winners (left to right): Larry Voyles, 
Scott Lavin, Craig McMullen and Jim Hef-
felfi nger

Keyboard Killers Need To Be Held Accountable
BY JOHN (JK) KOLESZAR
SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR

Welcome to the Wild West! The In-

has also become a place for of refuge for 
those without a life or the courage to get 
out and do something positive.  Trollers 
have become the new, cowardly lions 
of the 21st century. Troller’s make other 
people’s lives miserable by bullying, gang 
messaging and attacking the core of an-
other human whom they have never met. 

For Wrong/Evil, 
Few Repercussions

Because of the relative newness of the 
Internet, there are very few rules about 
what you can say, when you can say it and 
few, if any, repercussions for being wrong 
or evil.

in some political controversy, and there 
were a few e-mails that suggested my 
life be terminated. There were efforts to 
blackball my business and to avoid hav-
ing anything to do with me. Ultimately, 
things quieted down, but I still feel the 
anger and hurt at those who had no clue 
about who I was or what I did, but chose 
to threaten me behind the security of their 

anonymous keyboard with fake identities. 
I was able to witness the gang mentality 
up close and personal and it can have an 
effect on your mind.

Melania Capitan
This past month the news was released 

that Melania Capitan from Spain had 
committed suicide. That she chos e to take 
her life is sad enough but when it was re-
vealed that she had been trolled by animal 
activists/ extremists, it became painfully 
clear that the keyboard killers had found 
a victim. No one will ever know the ex-
act reason she chose to take her life, but 
I found more information about who she 
was and how she lived. 

Capitan was quite attractive, loved to 
hunt and had a number of pets that she 
adored. She chose to be open about her 
passions for hunting and had a following 
internationally of over 39,000 followers. 

The sad part is that somewhere in that 
39,000 followers were a number of key-

board killers who despised her, what she 
represented, how she looked and what-
ever else their imagination could conjure 
up. There was a concerted effort by the 
gutless wonders who chose to hide behind 
imaginary names and they set out to vilify 
her. There were over 3,000 vile e-mails 
and texts, including a number of death 
threats. 

The pathetic part of all of this is that 
even after the news of her death had been 
made public, the keyboard killers would 
not stop. They laughed, insisted that she 
had done the “despicable” things and that 
she deserved to die. 

Really? What or who made these peo-
ple judge jury and executioner? Where 
will we go with the technology that is 
available today and in the future?

A Time Of Rage
We sadly live in a time of rage. It is 

painfully clear that many are suffering 
from low or no self-esteem. Those who 
cannot “Do” become angry; they form 
groups of disenfranchised and some do 
it in the name of wildlife. If we do not 
see it your way, than that gives you the 
license to say all kinds of evil things that 
you would never have the courage to say 

to someone’s face? 
Common decency has become a thing 

of the past and trolling has become an art 
form in which these worthless individuals 

to punishment / justice for their threats 
and evil wishes, the activities will con-
tinue. All of this in the name of seeing the 
world through their narrow minded way is 
a pathetic path. 

A Life May Depend On It
I hope that those who chose to harass, 

threaten and drive a vibrant young woman 
to her own destruction will be brought to 
justice. Anonymity releases individuals 
from accountability and for now, a pattern 
of mob hate is the norm rather than an iso-
lated incident. I hope we all begin to think 
about what we enter into the numerous 
forums and pause before we push “send”. 
Someone’s life may depend on it.

WAKE ZONE
Op/Ed

The Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) honored 
four leaders from the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AZGFD) for their con-
servation efforts at an awards ceremony 
last month.

Craig McMullen received the WAF-
WA Professional of the Year Award for 
achievements during his 24-year career 
with AZGFD. Starting with the depart-
ment in 1993 as a wildlife manager, Mc-
Mullen quickly moved into positions of 
increasing responsibility including as 
chief of the Wildlife Recreation Branch 
and regional supervisor in Flagstaff for 

operations for AZGFD.
“I am honored to have received the 

award of Professional of the Year,” Mc-

and important work done by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department and everyone 
who is a part of those efforts.”

The President’s Award was present-
ed to the Mule Deer Working Group, 

, wild-
life science coordinator for AZGFD. The 
Mule Deer Working Group develops 
strategies to assist in the management 
of mule deer populations throughout the 
West, works to improve communication 
among mule deer biologists, and provides 
a forum to respond to information needs 
from agencies. “Our success rests entirely 
on robust collaboration and communica-
tion to deliver mule deer conservation 
across state and provincial boundaries,” 

AZGFD Officials Honored By WAFWA

AZGFD Wildlife Recreation Branch 
Chief Scott Lavin received the Con-
tributor of the Year Award for his work 
on WAFWA’s Hunter, Angler, Shooting 
Sports and Wildlife Recreation Participa-
tion workgroup. Lavin’s efforts in Ari-
zona continue to maintain a longstanding 
and active statewide R3 collaboration 
with strong industry support.

Recently retired AZGFD Director 
Larry Voyles was awarded with a WAF-
WA lifetime membership for his career 
accomplishments and service to the de-
partment.

The awards were presented in Vail, 
Colo., at WAFWA’s annual conference.

AZGFD Accepting Applications 
For 2017 Heritage Fund Grants

The Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment is accepting applications for more 
than $400,000 in Heritage Fund grants.

The deadline to submit an application 
is Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017 to be eligible 
for grant funding, which will be avail-
able through a competitive application 
process in the following categories: en-
vironmental education, outdoor educa-
tion, schoolyard habitat, urban wildlife/

tion, Inventory, Acquisition, Protection 
and Management (IIAPM).

In addition to government agencies, 

ganizations to apply for a Heritage Grant 
as eligible applicants. This eligibility 

nition of a 501(c) organization.
The Heritage Fund was created after 

voters approved an initiative in 1990 and 
is funded through Arizona Lottery ticket 
sales. Heritage funding goes toward 
conservation efforts such as protecting 
endangered species, educating students 
and the general public about wildlife and 
the outdoors, and creating new opportu-
nities for outdoor recreation.

The grant program was established 
by AZGFD in 1992 as part of the overall 
Heritage Fund program. The grants were 
initially developed as a way to promote 
outreach to enhance important partner-

ships and generate fresh approaches in 
support of the department’s mission.

Since the grant program’s inception, 
the department has awarded more than 
$16 million and supported more than 
800 projects throughout the state.

Applicants for this year’s grants 
should refer to the documents on our 
Heritage Grant web page for guidance 
on applying. The documents include 
the Heritage Grant application manual, 
the grant application form and the vari-
ous “Heritage Grant Funding Window” 
documents, which describe eligibility 

bility criteria listed within each grant 
sub-category.

Potential grant recipients must have a 
project that is either located in Arizona 
or involves research in which the wild-
life or its habitat is located in the state 
and meets the requirements in the fund-
ing windows.

Proposals and applications for these 
grants can be submitted either by e-mail 
to rbeck@azgfd.gov or mailed to Ari-
zona Game and Fish Department, Attn: 
Wildlife Grant Administrator, 5000 W. 
Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086. 
No faxed applications will be accepted.

Applicants can submit grant applica-
tions up until the application deadline of 
5 p.m. (MST) Tuesday, Oct. 31.

Native Americans’ Day In The United States: Oct. 9
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WE ARE 
VFW POST 3513

VFW Post 3513
We are the largest VFW Post in Scottsdale and the only Scottsdale VFW Post with its 

own building for events. We are located one mile south of downtown Scottsdale.
7220 E Wilshire Dr, Scottsdale, AZ · (480) 941-9849

right pocket is available for other gear. 
The best part? These jeans were less than 
$17, about a quarter of what a good pair 
of tactical pants will cost you. 

A phone holster worn on a belt is one of 
the best ways I’ve found to carry a phone. 
You don’t have to worry about sitting on 
and breaking it, and it’s convenient and 
easy to hear.

A Good, Sturdy Belt
One thing I’ve learned is that whether 

you carry everyday gear or a gun, you’re 
going to need a good sturdy belt. All that 
stuff can start to drag your pants down in 
a hurry. It doesn’t have to be a military-
style tactical belt — any good leather belt 
will do. 

Alien Gear has an awesome gun belt 
that is classy enough to wear with a suit. It 
comes in black or brown leather and costs 
about $60-$45 if you’re buying a holster 
as well. See them at www.aliengearhol-
sters.com.

Pocket Carry Problems Solved
The drawback to pocket carry is two-

opening is a bit small, which slows you 

down. Second, you must have the gun in a 
holster, and often the holster comes with 
it when you draw, slowing you down yet 
again. 

CCW Breakaways solve both those 
problems. Their jeans, khakis, and car-
go pants look like normal pants, but the 

is carried below the hip line, and there 
is are easily installed adjustable trigger 
guards ($6 to $7) so you don’t have to use 
a holster. 

Both front pockets are designed with 
breakaway snaps under the waistband 
that make the pocket opening enlargeable 
instantly, and there are places inside the 
pants for carrying extra magazine, a knife, 

pretty awesome, and the jeans are around 
$80. You can check them out at www.cc-
wbreakaways.com.

Another Option
Another option is pants, vests, and 

jackets by SCOTTeVEST.  This compa-
ny manages to put an incredible number 
of pockets in very stylish clothing. They 
don’t look at all tactical, and, in fact, are 
very popular with travelers, because you 
can stash away a lot of gear and valuables, 
eliminating the need to carry them in a 
bag that can be snatched. 

They are pricey, with most garments 
going for $100 to $300, but you can total-

You can carry cameras, tablets, phones, 
wallets, passports — plus your EDC gear 
with ease. They even have some with 
RFID blocking pockets for your credit 
cards. Go to www.scottevest.com to see 
them. 

Getting Mainstream
Since more and more folks these days 

are wearing cargo pants and the like, ac-
tual tactical pants are getting more main-
stream. Companies like 5.11 make very 
nice-looking tactical pants that are popu-
lar with law enforcement, and they come 
in several colors — navy, black, gray, tan, 
olive green, etc. 

They also make them for women, and 
the best thing about these pants is that 
they have lots of pockets, starting with 
good deep front pockets. Most also have 
a couple of narrow but deep pockets in 
the front next to the side pockets or in the 
back just behind the side seams. These 
little pockets are ideal for tactical pens, 

usually have button or Velcro closures, 

pleats so they hold quite a bit. 

go to a place like Shooters World you 
can try several different types on to see 
which ones you like best. Or go to www.
tacticalgear.com and get them. It’s easy 
to return them if you don’t like them. I 
love the tan and green ones for scouting 
and hunting.

Pay Attention To Pockets
When you buy tactical pants, pay par-

ticular attention to the pockets. The ones I 
prefer have interior divisions in the cargo 
pockets, so I can put my pen inside where 
it won’t catch on things but is still read-
ily accessible. I also prefer the narrow 
deep pockets in the front, so I can hook 
my phone holster or walkie talkie to them. 

the front – if you put them in the back, 
those clips can rip upholstery in your car 
or house. No bueno. 

Lots Of Options
There’s no need to go around look-

ing like Rambo and attracting unwanted 
attention just because you carry. There 
are lots of options, some more afford-
able than others, but all good. Do some 

the perfect carry clothing for your particu-
lar needs.

CLOTHING
Continued from page 8

are close enough to make a short cast and 

continue to come in of one group of an-
glers catching over 100 stripers in a morn-

Stripers’ Day Off
Be aware that stripers often take a day 

two days in a row and then be missing 
completely on the third day. When they 
don’t show up, spend time looking for an-
other active group.  Heading north from 

-
other active school, but boils occur ran-
domly and can be hard to predict.  

When stripers do not come to the sur-
face as expected, keep a rod ready to cast 
while traveling up or down the lake. When 

down quickly and then pop back up close 

a travel pattern between spots where boils 
were previously seen. Stripers can miss a 
day and then come back up in the same 
spot where they were found a few days 
ago. 

The boil pattern in the southern lake is 
very similar to that reported uplake with 
the exception that boils are less abundant, 

my trips uplake I often see a few quick 
boils in only a spot or two. I catch 10-20 

Smallmouth Bass 
Are Easy To Catch    

The Great News lakewide is that small-
mouth bass are feeding actively and easy 
to catch.  They were missing in action 

-

FISH REPORT

Continued from page 9
the habitat and forage they like and stay 
put.  Their prime location now is along a 
shallow shoreline covered with brush.  It 

tall main channel walls or in rocky coves 
but the most consistent spot is along san-

trolled along the brushy shoreline of West 
Canyon and Neanderthal with a lure that 
ran at 12 feet over the brushy bottom at 
20 feet. Smallmouth were holding near 
the tree tops and were very excited to at-
tack my shad lure (Live Target 2.5 inch, 

past their bush. He caught a lot of bass. 

Troll For Walleye
Trolling over tree tops is a great way 

shad are abundant. Walleye prefer to feed 
at night in summer conditions but they are 
fat and healthy and can be caught trolling 
and casting.  

Catfish, Another Night Prowler

is easy to catch off a sandy beach near 
camp or where the houseboat is parked 
for the night.  Use some table scraps on 
a (#4) circle hook behind the boat for fun 

Bluefill, Sunfish Active Now

now and often use a parked houseboat for 
shade.  Take the kids to the back of the 
houseboat. Put a Gulp Minnow or small 
worm on a tiny hook and catch some sun-

Lake Powell.   
Note: At press time, lake elevation was 

3633, and water temperature was 79-83F.

daughters, and if we’re very, very lucky — 
maybe even with great-grandkids as well. 
If you are blessed to be a grandparent, 

Grandparents’ Day. And if you haven’t 
hiked with your grandkids, it’s never too 
late to start. Go online and search for easy 
day hikes near you, and just go for it. I 
know you and your grandkids will love it.

Editor’s Note: How very fortunate are 
Trinity and Emily to have Margie and 
John Anderson for grandparents. The 
lives they are sharing in the great out-
doors are treasures that will last their 
lifetimes, and, I imagine, that both will 
have with their own children and grand-
children one day.

GRANDPARENTS
Continued from page 13

Although Now Adults, The Girls Still Play 
With Bugs On The Trail

September 15
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BOAT REPAIR
Martin Marine
715 West Broadway
Mesa, AZ U.S.A.
480-898-1800
katiemartin@qwest.net
www.martinmarineaz.com/

BOAT SALES & SERVICE
Century Marine
3302 East Main Street
Mesa, AZ 85203
480/835-9134
www.centurymarine.com
sales@centurymarine.com

BOAT TRANSPORT
Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Maritime Institute, Inc.
619/225-1783
888/262-8020
info@maritimeinstitute.com
www.maritimeinstitute.com
1310 Rosecrans Street, Suite G
San Diego, CA 92106 U.S.A.

FIBERGLASS REPAIR
Phoenix Fiberglass Inc.
Quality Boat & Jet Ski Repairs
Monday through Friday 7am / 4pm, Satur-
days by Appointment
2341 W Sherman Street
Just North of the Durgango Curve, Grant 
Street Exit #199A off I-17 
(one block South of Grant & One block 
West of I-17)
www.phoenixfiberglass.com
jim@phoenixfiberglass.com
602-258-6505
602-258-6506 fax

Sun Valley Fiber-Glas, Inc.
480-833-6561
925 South Center
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A

LODGING
Cabrillo Inn & Suites/Airport
Near Shelter Island in Point Loma
The Fishing Is Here!
619/223-5544
www.cabrilloinnsd.com
1150 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA 92106 U.S.A.

MARINAS
Bartlett Lake Marina
NE of Carefree, AZ U.S.A.
602/316-3378
www.bartlettlake.com/index.html
info@bartlettlake.com

Roosevelt Lake Marina
http://www.rlmaz.com/
602-977-7170

PRODUCTS
Descale-It Products
Company/Seaspots Gone
(520) 294-5676
info@descale-it.com
www.descale-it.com
4357 South Santa Rita Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85714 U.S.A.

PUBLICATIONS
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
950 East Baseline Road, 104-901
Tempe, AZ 85283 U.S.A.

Rocky Point Times Newspaper
(52) 6383836325
rptimes@prodigy.net.mx
www.rockypointcollectibles.com
P.O. Box 887
Lukeville, AZ 85341 U.S.A.

RADIO SHOWS
Shake, Rattle & Troll
(623) 221-7655
don@shakerattleandtroll.com
www.shakerattleandtroll.com
Glendale, AZ U.S.A.

REPAIR
Hale’s Marine Service
(623) 879-7236
halesmarineservice@aol.com
www.halesmarineservices.com
22241 North 24 Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85027 U.S.A.

SWIM PLATFORMS
Swim Platforms
Swimplatforms.com
6024318225
www.swimplatforms.com
3220 S. 38th St
Phoenix, AZ 85040 U.S.A.

TRADE ORGANIZATIONS
Arizona Trade Exchange
www.arizonatradeexchange.com

ValueCARD Alliance
www.valuecardalliance.com

TRAILERS
Kokopelli Trailers
www.kokopellitrailers.com

WEB SITES
Arizona Boating & Watersports/
Western Outdoor Times
(480) 947-6219
jim@azbw.com
www.azbw.com
www.westernoutdoortimes.com
950 East Baseline Road, 104-901
Tempe, AZ 85283 U.S.A.

9980 W. Happy Valley Rd.  #1130
Peoria, AZ 85383

623-376-7277
az.peoria.papamurphys.com

As a college English teacher, editor, and writer of both

fiction and non-fiction for many years, I am available 

online (or by U.S. mail) for tutoring, editing, proofreading,

copyediting, and writing. I have skills in academic 

research at both high school and college levels and can

also assist those working toward their GEDs, those who

need help with resumes, and with both advertising and

proposals.

Harbor RV Park at 800-475-3272 or the 
Pleasant Harbor Marina at 928-501-5270.

Maricopa Water District (MWD)
MWD is the owner and operator of 

Pleasant Harbor RV Resort and Marina, 
was formally organized in 1925, as Mari-
copa County Municipal Water Conser-
vation District Number One (MWD).  

Maricopa Water District (MWD) controls 
more than 150,000 acre feet of water stor-
age at Lake Pleasant, managing more than 
100 miles of lateral pipelines, while pro-
viding water to a 60 square mile service 

-
etables, farms and golf courses.  

Additionally, MWD is the owner of 
Pleasant Harbor RV Resort and Marina, 
sitting on 225 acres of pristine desert 
along the banks of Lake Pleasant.  

DESTINATION
Continued from page 14

dividual developed campsites which can 
accommodate either an RV or tent camp-
ing.  Reservations may be booked by call-
ing (480) 984-0032.

White Tank Mountain Regional Park 
— At nearly 30,000 acres, this is the larg-
est regional park in Maricopa County. 
Most of the park is made up of the rug-
ged and beautiful White Tank Mountains 
on the Valleys west side. The park offers 
40 individual developed campsites for 
tent or RV camping. Reservations may be 
booked by calling (623) 935-2505.

At approximately 120,000 acres, Mari-
copa County is home to one of the larg-
est regional park system in the United 
States.  The parks are located throughout 

the county and are all within a 45-minute 
drive from downtown Phoenix.  Some re-
strictions do apply. To learn more about 
this offer or a county park, visit www.
maricopacountyparks.net or phone (602) 
506-2930.

Restrictions
Visitors interested in taking advantage 

of this offer must contact the park directly 
either by phone, or in person.  The call 
directory at (602) 506-2930, can assist in 
directing you to the park you are inter-
ested in, and you will be redirected to the 
park to book your campsite reservation. 

Online reservations: Any and all on-
line reservations are not eligible for the 
Buy One, Get One offer. 

Reservation extensions:  Extensions 
are eligible for the Buy One, Get One 

-
motion dates either in person or via tele-
phone. 

Offer valid only for designated camp-
ing spaces only.

Offer not valid for primitive camping, 
group campground reservations, or unit 
fees.

Limit of one free night per family, 
household and/or group in a seven day 
period (Monday through Sunday). 

Rain checks will not be issued if space 
is not available.

Refunds and credits will not be is-
sued to individuals who reserved camp-
sites prior to August 1 for the October 1 
through November 10, 2017 timeframe.

Offer not valid at Lake Pleasant Re-
gional Park.

Offer is only valid for camping stays 

between October 1 through November 10, 
2017.

About The Maricopa County 
Parks & Recreation Department

From hiking on a barrier-free trail, to 
horseback riding along a creek, Mari-
copa County Parks offer visitors the best 
of the Sonoran Desert. At approximately 
120,000 acres, Maricopa County is home 
to one of the largest regional park system 
in the United States. 

All trails within the Maricopa County 
Park System are for non-motorized use 
only. The ten parks in the system circle 
the metropolitan area and all are within a 
45-minute drive from downtown Phoenix. 
For more information on the park system, 
visit http://www.maricopacountyparks.
net/  or phone (928) 501-9200.

FREE CAMPING
Continued from page 14

Pets In Need
LOST OUR HOME PET RESCUE was founded in 2008 as a grassroots res-
ponse to the thousands of pets in need as a result of the economic downturn 
and Phoenix-area foreclosure crisis. Prior to starting Lost Our Home, Jodi Pol-
anski, Founder and Executive Director, worked in the mortgage business for 
13 years and saw first-hand the devastating effects the housing crisis had 
on people and pets. During that time, many pets were abandoned 
in foreclosed homes, often times without food or water. Others, 
having no choice, were forced to give up their pets to shelters. Soon 
after Lost Our Home began, we learned that the need was even greater 
than originally thought and quickly expanded to offer additional programs 
for pets and pet parents facing other life crises too. More: www.lostourhome.org.
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About The Storm 
Poker Run Team

James “Jimmy” Nichols and Chris-
tina Crane, are the co-owners of Phantom 
Productions LLC., based in Peoria, Ariz., 
the newly named production company for 
Monster Storm and Desert Storm Poker 
Runs. Nichols and Crane will continue 

the Poker Run legacy that Jim Sr. (Jim-
my’s father) created. 

The younger Nichols says, “We are 
making some small changes to update 
the current atmosphere. The participants 
and sponsors will feel that it is centered 
around them. We intend to attract specta-
tors to come and see what the Poker Run 
is. While we all share what we are pas-
sionate about – boating.” 

Registration Details
$350 until Oct. 2 (includes two adult 

tickets for all events and meals, two event 
-

ets),
Contact Christina Crane, 623-238-

1330, christina@stormpokerruns.com, 
Or contact James “Jimmy” Nichols, 

302-739-4739, jimmy@stormpokerruns.
com, 

Event dates, times and/or details sub-
ject to change. Please contact event coor-
dinator or check event website to verify 
information; 

Event categories: Boating, Sports, Top 
25 Event, and 

Venue: Nautical Beachfront Resort, 
1000 N. McCulloch Blvd., Lake Havasu 
City, AZ 86403

POKER RUN
Continued from page 5

bring unique regattas to the shores of 
Havasu during the summer weekends in 
2018,” said Jackie Leatherman, director 
of Event Marketing for the Lake Havasu 
City Convention and Visitors Bureau. 
“It’s a great way to stop and to take a mo-
ment to recognize the uniqueness of all 
of the boat manufacturers that have been 
gracing our waters for so long.”

About Lake Havasu City
 Lake Havasu City is located on the 

Colorado River in Western Arizona and 
attracts 835,000 visitors a year with its 
London Bridge, pristine lake, friendly 
community, abundance of sunshine, and 
ideal weather. The region also is host to 
extensive off-road trails and gorgeous 
stretches of uninterrupted river.  To view 
more information, including an annual 
calendar of more than 250 events, go to 
www.golakehavasu.com. 

For More Information
For more information, contact Jackie 

Leatherman, director of Event Marketing
Lake Havasu City Convention and 

Visitors Bureau at jackie@golakehavasu.
com or by calling O: 928-453-3444 x 132 
or C: 928-486-2665.

REGATTAS
Continued from page 6

Once In Position 
Once he positions himself over the 

-
til the line goes slack, then reels up the 
slack. He puts the tip of the rod on the wa-
ter’s surface and reels until the line is taut, 
then lifts the rod and lowers it, over and 
over. Lift slowly, then lower slowly, not 
letting any slack go into the line. 

If the line goes slack, set the hook. 
You know it’s not the bottom because 

Crappie feed up, and they often swim up 
and grab it on the way, so all you get is 
slack line, not a bite you can feel.

Occasionally in the winter, Curt will 
use little Kastmaster spoons for deep 
crappie. You have to move them very very 
slowly if at all. Graph the deep centers of 

and barely move it. Towards February he 
starts moving toward the river ends of the 

water, suspended over brush that is 15 
feet deep. 

and he’ll troll for them using the trolling 
motor and his light jigs. If there is good 
run-off the Tonto end is better, and if there 
isn’t, the Salt end is better. 

If You’re Not Getting Bit
From June all the way through Febru-

ary the crappie will be 12-25 feet deep 
over brush or rocks. The most important 
thing is a light rod and light line, second 
is to keep things slow and steady — don’t 
make any jerky movements, and third is 

If you’re not getting bit, reel in a bit and 

under them, and their eyes are on the top 
part of their heads. 

Curt Is ‘Awesome’
-

of all, they’ll try to prove you wrong in 
whatever you tell them,” he says, “And 

-
tom.” Hopefully I’m the exception that 
proves the rule, because I make sure I 
follow Curt’s advice the best I can, and 
I’ve caught some huge crappie on lakes 
all over Arizona. 

Curt is just about the nicest guy I’ve 
ever met, too. Even my dog loves him. 
He’s taught my granddaughters how to 
catch crappie, and shared his lunch with 
my dog. I’d adopt the guy if I could. If 
you see him on the lake, say hello. He’s 
awesome.

RAMBO
Continued from page 7

Shore-angling is still an option, but as 
the summer goes along, you might want 
a boat (rentals are available at the store) 
because most trout will be deep. Trolling 
from a boat is the most productive method 

out early or late in the day, and take cover 
in your vehicle or camp during monsoon/
lightning storms.

Directions: Big Lake is accessed via 
state routes 260 and 273 (Forest Road 
113).  See a Google map.  

Before You Go

as well as any special regulations, that are 
in place. Grab a license online (that helps 
conserve all species of wildlife, not to 
mention provides funding that goes back 

catch memories.

CAMPING
Continued from page 7

60th Reunion Yakima High School Class of 1957: Sept. 29th



You’re invited to the 21st Annual

Day on the Lake
June 1-3 and September 7-9, 2017

Bartlett Lake Marina | Carefree, Arizona | 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

You are invited to attend as many Days on the Lake as you can!

Proudly sponsored by:

Ages 3 and up can participate and you must be 1 year post 
injury to participate in waterskiing and jet skiing activities.
 
Register at: dignityhealth.org/stjosephs/classes-and-events  
or call  1-877-728-5414.  
Please call the Barrow Connection at 602-406-6280 for 
further questions.

• Adapted waterskiing
• Jet skiing
• Boating
• Fishing

• Kayaking
• Tubing
• Wakeboarding
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